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A sT ATE of the 


RISE and PROGRESS 4 


or THE 


DISPUTES vit SPA IN. 


N HE War were at preſent engaged 
in with Spain has rendered our Diſ- 
putes with that Crown, the Object 

of all Mens Attention. But the 
moſt attentive and the moſt curious are, I be- 
lieve, yet at a loſs, to account for the — 7 
ing Obſtinacy of the Court of Spain, to deny 
our moſt evident and indubitable Right to a 
free Navigation in the American Seas. This 


Denial rendered all Expectations of an Accom—- 
modation by the late Convention ridiculous 


and abſurd: And the ſame Denial has plunged 
us into a War, ſo ſuddenly after that ſeeming 
Concluſion of all our Differences. To account 
for this Obſtinacy, nothing can enable us ſo 


well, as an hiſtorical Deduction of our Diſputes 
with that Crown, and of our Negociations to 
aqjuſt them; and it is to be hoped, that as no 
Diſadvantage can enſue to the Nation from 
_ ſetting the Errors of our paſt Conduct no- 


in the cleareſt Light; ſo the Methods uſed at 
Home to conceal, to diſguiſe thoſe: Errors, 
and even to t them approved, will not be 
paſt over without the proper Reflections, by 


on dee to his on; 


v7 \ 


The Spaniards n to be diſturbed by the 
Exgliſh in their Poſſeſſion of the eff Indies 
not many Ycars after. the Diſcovery of them 
by Columbus in 1492 : And yet there appears 

no expreſs Stipulation relating to thoſe Parts. 
4 in any of the Treaties concluded between the 
| Crowns of Great Britain and Spain, before 
the Year 1667. In that, Year a Treaty of 
Peace and Commerce was concluded between 

' the two Nations: The 8th Article of which 
gtants to the Engliſb in both the Indies all 
oy was granted to the States. General by 
their Treaty with Spain made at Munſter in 
1648. It confirms to each Party all the Poſ- 
ſeſſions they held in America at that Time; 

and prohibits the Subjects of either Confederate, 
to trade. in any Places poſſeſſed by the other 
in that Part of the World. 

This Treaty, however, did not hinder the 
Engliſh from continuing Hoſtilities in Ame- 

rica; Where the . Spaniards having ſuffered 
many and great Loſſes, were reduced to ſue 
for, and to purchaſe with an Oblivion of all 
paſt Injuries, a new Treaty that ſhould be 
more effectual. This was granted them in 
; 1670, and is what is commonly called the 
American Treaty, altho' it be in Effect no more 
than a Rene wal of that of 1667. The princi- 
pal Stipulations in it are the ſame with thoſe 
in the Treaty of Munſter: A Confirmation of 
the Poſſeſſions of each Nation, and a Prohibition 
of all Trade between their reſpective Colonies. 
But the Peace concluded by it was to he faithful 
ly and ſincerely obſerved on both Sides. All 


— 


nl Commerce ad the's ww Colonies 
being thus forbid by — Treaties the Kin 
of England could r complain, if ſac 


of his Subjects as 407 nd trading on their 


Coaſts, were treated by the Spunfards accord- - 
ing to. the. Severity of their Laws ard Ordi- 


nances. The Engliſh Subjects Og, on 


Trade there, could not expect to be protect 
in it by their King. nor to be tak if they 
were taken, as Priſoners of War by the Spas 
niards ; They knew they would be treated as 
Smugglers ; and as ſuch, when they ventured 
to 6, 4 they took their Precautions. a 
In 1674, the 1 Mother of Spain, gave, 
by her Cedula of the 22d of Fbruary, Power 
to the Governors in the Weft Indies to grant 
© Corfairs Patents to all who ſhould demand 
; „chem, to fit out Veſſels to cruize againſt the 
Pirates on the neighbouring Coaſt. Her Rea- 
ſons ate 
That the King of Prance had declared 
War againſt Spa. 
That Complaints had been made that Pi- 
© racies were committed in the American Seas 
© by the Engliſh, who rob'd, kill'd and plun- 
' derd the Vase, trading from one Port 


to another; and that her Majeſty had ob- 

© ſeryed, as it is faid in the Cedula, that no» 

by thing 1 in the Treaty of Peace adjuſted with 
a 


Eng nd in 1670, hindered the Spaniards in 


the Judies from defending themſelyes from 
© the Pirates of what Nation ever whs ſhould 
© attempt to infeſt their Coaſts, - - 


She likewiſe * her. Cedula with 


4 * 
Inſtructions to be inſerted in all Corſairs Pa- 
tents, by the 19th Article of which they are not 


to yu any Thin againſt the Engliſb contrary 
* to 8 Peace which treat of Corſairs. 
Upon this Foot Things remained a long 


Time in the Veſt Indies. 


A Trade prohibited to all Nations has N 


ſome Degree been carried on with the Spani- 
ardi by the Subjects of all the tracking Nations 
of Be ; and — Subjects of all theſe Nations 
have been treated according to the & paniſhLaws 
whenever they have been taken actually car- 


rying on a Trade prohibited by the Treaties 


between the Countries to which they belong, 
and the Crown of Spain. To this there is no 
Objection, nor has any Objsction been made. 
The Spaniards employed to cruize upon their 
Coaſt have been often guilty of Exceſſes; and 


when theſe Exceſſes have been committed in 

Caſes, where perhaps the Sufferers could not 

ſtrictly juſtify their Proceedings, altho they have 
been complained of by many Rane A the 


Complaints FO to have been generally made, 

more to wy with Form than to obtain Re- 
paration;and Redreſs has been conſtantly denied, 
But the Spaniards finding that the eſtabliſh- 


ed Method of 2 81 from Old Spain was not 


ſufficient to ſupply the Wants, or at leaſt to 


ſatisfy the Deſſtcs of the Inhabitants of their 


Ameri can Colonies, that therefore the Temp- 
tation to Foreigners to trade privately on thoſe 


ſts with great Advantage to themſelves, 


3 wa to the paſs POD muſt neceſſirily 
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ntinue, — that * $2 ſet out to cover 
eir Coaſts, not to infeſt the Seas, were un- 
able to prevent effectually a Trade carried on 
10 ſmall Veſſels, armed Kd defend themſelve 
or | fitted to make their Eſcape, have preſum 
to advance a Pretenſion unſupported by Trea- 
ties, and deſtructive of the Trade and Navi- 
tion of all Nations in the American . Seas, 
inſtead of taking the proper Methods practiſed 
by all Nations, to hinder their own Subjects, 
over whom they have an abſolute power, from 
car ing on an illicit Trade. 7 
N. ot contented with the Right to confiſcate 
all Ships found actually trading on their Coaſt, 
Which is implied in the Prohibition of Trade 
ſtipulated by Treaties, they pretend now, 
that ſailing within a certain Diſtance of their 
Caaſt, ſhall be a Proof of an Intention at 
leaſt to trade there; altho' by the ſingular Situa- 
tion of the different Poſſeſſions, by the Caurſe 
of Currents and Winds, and by other pecu- 
liar Circumſtances, the ippeciching to the 
Coaſt, in that Part of the World, i is not even 
a ground of Suſpicion, whatever it might be 
in many others. They pretend likewiſe that 
they have a Right fo ſearch all Ships ſailing 
in thoſe Seas, and that the Diſcovery of any 
Commodities of the Produce of their Colonies on 
board of any Ship, is a Proof that ſuch Ship has 
carried on a prohibited Trade, and is therefore 
to be confiſcated ; whereas even ſuppoſing theſe 
Goods to have been the Return ola prohibited 


8 VP the Peer, it oa png 
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follow,” ny di fold is ths 


Colonits of other Nations, and are come in- 


to the Poſſeſſion of Perſons who have a Right 


to carry any Commodities through thoſe 


ſtill remain'liable to be viſited and 
ſeized. Noch leſs will it follow, that every 
Skip, on Board of which ſuch Goods may be 
found, is the fame Ship that traded for them 
on the Spaniſh Coaſt : Nay if it ſhould prove 
fo, it cannot be faid, I think, that becauſe a 
Ship was onee concerned in unlawful Trade, 
ſhe ſhall afterwards be ſeizable whilſt ſhe is 
proceeding on a lawful Voyage, or that the 
Spaniards y Viv a Right to ſeize Ships that are 
not trading on their Coaſt, becauſe they have 
a Right to prevent a prohibited Trade thore. | 
This new and groundleſs Pretenfion is be- 
come the Principle on which all the Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards on the Britiſb Subjects 
in America have been committed and juſtified, 
It may be called nem, ſince the Pretenfion 
was never heard of till the Year 1726, tho 
the Practice is, I believe, coæval with the pre- 
ſent auſpicious Adminiſtration. | 
In 1726 it was firſt avowed in n 
ſent from the Court of Madrid to that of 
ndon *, on Occaſion of a Britiſb Squadron 
ent into the American Seas, under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Hager. Whether this 


4 Letter from the Marquis de Ia pa to Mr. Stay 
Kp. 30 1726, and Lan ft from the Marquis de nnd; 


| Jan. 1. 1727. 
5 0 the un of Neweaftle, Dec. 21. 1726. 


Pre- 
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P, Pretenſion was not underſtood, or whether jt 
* was winked at by our Miniſters, I preſume 
R not to determine. They who remember the 
65 Inſtructions given to Mr. Hafer, may 75 
d | to think that our Miniſters were enou N 
y acquainted with Treaties and with 
— not to know whether the Spaniards adva have] 
hn || a new Pretenſion, or claimed an antient Righ 
Ve They who remember the whole An 
that Expedition, and the other Anecdots 
Y the fame Year, may incline to think that our 
$1 Miniſters could not fail to diſcern the TE 
he and Tendency of a Pretenſion never made 
re before, but every Day explained by the Pro- 
Ve ceedings of the Spantards, tho' they choſe to 
ry diſſemble an Injury they were reſolved. not to 
\>- | reſent. On this Head there may be dif- 
1; | ferent Opinions; but I dare appeal to the 
as || Senſe of the whole Nation, and affirm that 
ied; there can be no different Opinions on ſome 
n | other Points which I am going to mention. 
ho: | There is not, there cannot be a Doubt made 
Fg y any Man, whether ſuch a Pretenſion as this 
* ould not have been ſtopped as ſoon as ſtarted; 
rials Wbether the Right of Britain, nay the com- 
of || mon Right of Mankind, ſhould not have been 
BY cifically and freouonſly aſſerted, as ſaon as 
m- this Inyaſion of it was ayowed ; whether, be- 
this | fides the Wiſdom of checking ſuch an Attempt 
—_ the firſt Inſtances, 7 a not le Him 
ho an Uſurpation to BOW and to a if ime 
50s 2 Colour of Right, there * onjunc- 
I ture more e le of rouſi ng Men, Fay paid 


wad 


* N 
2 any Regard to as! Honour and, Intereſt "of 


their Country, than this was; when' Spain Tet” 


us at Defiance in Europe as well as América, 


and actually beſieged Gibraltar; in a Werd, 


whether we might not have chaſtiſed the In- 


ſolence of that Court, and have reduced hier 


by the Force of our real and ſuperior maritime 


Power, to keep within the Bounds preſcribed 


to her by Treaties, at a much leſs Expence 


than that of ſo many gallant Officers and Sca- 
men as periſhed miſerably and ingloriouſly 3 in 
that unmeaning and ſhameful Expedition. 


= 
4 
ſ 
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On theſe, Heads, I preſume to fay, hits” 


can be no Difference of Opinion, and yet no- 
thing of this Sort was done, nay the very con- 
trary was done, and to the Diſhonour of the 


Britifh Name, this groundleſs, this imperti- 


nent Pretenſion, has been in Effect, tho not 
in direct Terms, admitted by the Minifters of 
Great Britain, in the whole Courſe of theſe 
tedious Negotiations, 'wherewith they have 

ined Time, the ſole Point they meant to 


gain, and avoided a Deciſion, the ſole Feint | 


they ſhould have puſhed to obtenmn. 

In all the Memorials that have paſſed be- 
tween the two Courts ſince theYeat 1 Sen zin all 
the Treaties that have been made, we have been 
im poſed upon by general Terms by the Spa- 


niardi, who offered, and by our Miniſters who 


ted them. The Spamards, whenever they 
"have e pretended to make Reſtitution of Cap- 


; have OY excepted all Ships con- 
| in 


- 


* 
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cerned in illicit 0 22 we have always 
acquieſced in theſe obſcure Terms, on the Ex- 
— of which depends the t Point in 
iſpute, the Point never regarded by thoſe 
who had the Conduct of our Affairs, and the 
Point never to have been yielded or left in 
doubt by them; becauſe it could not be yields 
ed without giving up at the ſame time our 
whole Trade to the Weſt-Indies, and even our 
Poſſeſſion of the valuable Iſland of Famaica; 
nor be left in doubt without rendring both 
precarious, . However, after we had been a- 
muſed with general Words in the Prelimina- 
ries of 1727, and in the Act of the Pardo in 
1728 ; After our Right to an unconfined and 
uninterrupted Navigation in the American 
Seas had been at's the Pretenſions of Spain 
laid open and expoſed, and the dangerous 
Conſequence of them to our Trade made ma- 
nifeſt by the Merchants who applied to the 
Houſe of Commons in 1728-9, our Mini- 
ſters ſtill continued to amuſe the Nation with 
general and uncertain Expreſſions: For we 
obtained no more by the famous Treaty of 
Seville in 1929, And about a Month after 
ſigning that Treaty, the Spanyh Miniſters in 
the Cedula * for reſtoring the Prizes taken from 
the Engliſb ſince the 22d of Fune 1728, O. 9, 
except all Prizes taken on account of unlaw- 


, 
% 


Full Trade in thoſe Places and Limits which 


ate prohibited by the Laws and Treaties of 
r Peace 
enter 146 1729, 0. S, 


| Peace and ca IEA this Cedula (ren- 


dered inſignificant by this ſcandalous Excep- 
tion) the Tenoranbe of our Miniſters expected, 
or at leaſt our Miniſters pretended to EXPE, 
Wonders: In ſo much that they ordered 
Mr. Keene to adjuſt with the Spaniards the 
. Methods of getting from America the 

hips that ſhould be reſtored by virtue of this 
notable Cedula. But the Spaniards knew that 
none were neceſſary. They went on fearch- 
ing and confiſcating, * and we continued 76 


fubmit, until the Depredations increaſing, the 


Merchants were forced to repeat their Appli- 


cation to Parliament in 1730, and then an 


Addreſs to the Crown in General Terms was 
again voted, as had been done in 1728, and 
with' the aue Effect. Our Miniſters indeed 


were made ſenſible that ſomething ſhould be 


done, and they propoſed + that a Convention 
ſhould be made with Spain concerning theſe 
Grieyances. _, 

Our Miniſter at the Court of Spain ac- 
cordingly reſented a Project of a Declaration 
to Moni. Patinbo 2. But finding that he ob- 
jected to one part of it, that prohibited 
Spain from authorizing their Officers in the 
Indies to give Commiſions for Guarda Coſta's, 
dur ſupple Miniſter immediately ſubmits, and 
very readily preſents him with another Pro- 


ka, which in his Opinion we are told is en- 
* 
168] of N. Letter, 23 Dec. 1729. "hr 
D. of N. Lett. Aug. 3. 1731. 
} Mr. A. Lett. 0. 31 * 8. Nov. 24 1731 O- S- 


| tirely 2 


1 a 
greeable to our Treaties, and to” dhe 


Orders that have been ſent to the V eft-Indies 
This laſt Project Mr. Patinho ſaid would | paſs 
with ſome few Alterations in the Rxpreificng, 
and the Marquiſs de la Paz likewiſe approv- 
ed of it; what it produced we ſhall fe 2 * 
auß. 
At this Time our Miniſters inform Mr. 
Keene +* That far from the Diſorders cœaſing, 
the Number of Spaniſh Privateers, or rather 
« Pirates, under the Denomination of Guarda 
<* Cofta's, increaſes daily; and that the Gain 
« which the Spaniſh Governors in America 
*© makeby countenancing theſe unlawful prac= 

** tices, and ſometimes being themſelves $harers 
in the fitting out of thoſe privateers is ſuch 2 
Temptation, that unleſs the Court of Spain 
e takes ſome more effectual Method, az by pu- 
*« niſhing thoſe who have moſt notoriouſly of- 
** fended that way, and making them anſwer- 
able forthe Di/orders and Irregutaritiescom- 
** mitted by Ships to which they grant Com- 
*©. miſſions, or which are harboured in theirPorts 
* with Impunity, there will never be an End of 
* the unjuſtifiable, and, as it too frequently 
happens, barbarous practices. And about a 
Month after * they order him, to obſerve to 


the Spaniſh Miniſters, That a CONE 


© been employed in an unlawful Trade, is 

© pretence that will always be alle 
< 1s to put them in Mind of the undue: Fe 

x Oy barbarous Methods uſed by tir: Cap- 
+ 8 of N. Lett. _ 1731. 

; * P. of N. Lert, Dec. 9. 1731. 
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i. tops to procure IM; "7 of ſuch un 
*. lawful Trade as the putting clandęſſinely Spar 
* nid Money or Goods on board, and the cajol- 
** ing ſome of the Crew, and even uſing Threats 
and Torture to make them give falſe Evidence 
<* againſt their Captains and Owners; and he 
is to inſiſt, That ſuch Practices may he prer 
<. yented- and puniſhed, and where it plainly 
. ee State of the Caſo, that 
* there is no Colour for this Allegation of un- 
* lawful Commerce, the Order may be poſi- 
E tiye for immediate Reſtitution ? 
I haye 7 the very Wards of theſe Let - 
quainted with the Hiſtory of the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration, of charging our Mipiſters. with 
gegligence too groſs for any Men who under- 
take the Conduct of the Affairs of a Nation, 
Lay Negligence, for is it poſlible: that their 
inconceivable. Ignorance could proceed from 
anything but an utter Contempt, and a confirm- 
ed Neglect of our cgmmercial Intereſt ? The 
Cedula granted in 1729 ought, as we have 
ſeen, ta have manifeſted to them, that the 
Practices of the Guarda Cofta's were fo far frorn 
being Irregularities in the Eyes of the Spani- 
ards, as they are called in the firſt Letter, that 
they were the very Purpoſes for which they 
were fitted out, in Conſequence of the Spaniſb 
Pretenſion to.ſcize-all Ships concerned in un- 
Y lawful Tr ade, and within the Limits prohibited 
by Laws and Treaties. The Inſufficiency of 
Mat Cedula, and the Continuance of the ſame 
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them of Kale But the Abfurdity of their firſt 
Letter will appear more glaring, if we exa- 
mine the ſecond I have quoted: Tbis will fully 

explain what they mean by the Irregularities 
of the Guerda la t; this will ſet their Igno- 
rance and their Negligence in their full Light, 
and will demonſtrate: that they admitted the 
inſolent Pretenſion of . as a Right which 
could not be diſputed. 

This Letter fays, That the adv and indeed 
barbarous Methods of the Captors, te put clan 
deſtinely Spanith Maney or Goods on board Brite. 
1% Ships, and ta cajole the Crew to give falſe 
Evidence againſt their Captain, ought to be pre- 
vented, The Spanards are far from denying 

it, and our Miniſters demand no more. They 
WT upon this, and are ſo unhappily ignorant 
that they inſiſt upon what never to have 
been demanded: For it is evident, and I ap- 
peal to all Mankind for the Truth of i it, * 
by this Demand, a Ship's having Spaniſh MA 
ney or Goods on board, and failing within the. 
Limits where the Crew. are cajoled falſely to 
{wear that the had failed, are admitted to be 
ſufficient Reaſons for ſeizing the Brit1fþ Veſſels. 
Theſe are the Crimes, the Irregularity is in the 
Method of proving them. Why elſe ſhould 
we demand that this clandeſtine « Conveyance, 
or this falſe Evidence be ed? Were not 
the having Spaniſh Goods on board, and the 


ſailing within Limits, admitted to be Crimes, 


W 


14 


I 
7% Money Cod on board would be 1 


ly inoffenſive; and the approaching to the 
Coaſt of Cuba or Hispaniola would be as inno- 
cent as coaſting round Jamaica. It would be 
ridiculous to inſiſt that the firſt ſhould not be 
clandeſtinely conyeyed on board, or that the 
Crew ſhpuld-not be cajoled to give falſe Evi- 
dence of the ſecond. And Mr. Keene's Letter 
of the 33 November 1532, ſhews that he under- 
ſtood our Miniſters as I do. The Spaniards ſtill 
infiſted on their Pretenſion ; but by that Letter 
Mr. Patinho was ſo well convinced of the In- 
ſufficiency and Injuſtice of ſuch proofs to con- 
demn our Ships as thoſe of a littie Spaniſh Mo- 
ney, or of ſinall Quantities of the Produce of 
the King of Spain's Dominions in America be- 
ing found on board them, that he had already 
given Orders on that Head. Cargoes of theſe 
Goods then were prohibited ; and how ſhould 
the Quantity be known without viting all Shi 

ſuſpected of carrying them? But the Anfwer 
of our Miniſters will ſhew their Opinion beyond 


all Poſſibility of Diſpute. . In the Letter of a- 
mary the 10th 1732-3, they fay, © It is ex- 
*©tremely to be wiſhed, that the Regulations 


< propoſed might be ſettled, particularlly 7515 
„ which Mr. Fatinho has owned to be moſt juſt 


* : and reaſonable, that no Ship ſhall be condemn- 
it ed upon the idle Pretence of her uff pening 


to have a ſmall Quantity of Snuff and a few 


ee Dollars on board, and therefore you will con- 


te tinue your Inſtances for that Purpoſe,and that 


5 . effectual Method 58 be uſed for keep-- 


cc ing 
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« ing the PR Caſta s within due Bounds, 
ce and to-prevail with the Court of Spain not to 
&* be ſo tenacious of their old Laws, or jealous of 
ce facilitating an illicit Trade.” Such is the Opi- 
nion of our Miniſters. But it is plain the Prac- 
tices, the Irregularities, the Diſorders to be pre- 
vented and puniſhed, were the ſearcbhing our 
Ships and condemning them, for carrying any 
Goods or failing in any Part of thoſe Seas. And 
theſe Practices were not committed by the 
Guarda Coſta s only, they were committed by 
Spaniſh Governors and Judges: likewiſe, and 
were commanded by the Spaniſb Miniſters. 

In January 1732, a Month after the laſt of 
theſe Letters, Mr. 4 Keene tells us, that he 
talked in the moſt ſerious Manner to Monfieur 
Patinbo. Well; now that the Ruin of our Mer- 
chants has made him ſerious too, we may hope 
perhaps for ſome Effect from his Negotiations. 
He ſhewed Monſieur Patinbo, that the ſtale 


* Excuſe of not having Autos, or the clogging 


e Clauſe, if there has been no unlawful Com- 
«© merce,were ſo many Eyaſions from doing us 
** Juſtice, and this laſt was dictating Chicanes 
< to thoſe whoſe Intereſt in the Prizes made 
* ſuch an Encouragement unneceſſary . 
Upon this ſerious and true Repreſentation 
Monfieur Patinho propoſed to give a general 
Cedula that ſhould order immediate Satisfac- 
tion for our Complaints, and that the Spaniſh 
Governors ſhould give Teſtimonies of all that 
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* more effectual Orders than 1 have R been 


1 
paſſed. And arcordin gly 1 gave + a Cedula, 
containing, ys Mr. Keene, ** ſtronger and 


able to procure. But I cannot per rid of the 
< clogging Claufe, the Exemption of which 
fy would give a Handle tothe Gover- 
ney not themſelves to follow their Inclination to 
15 follow a contraband Trade. 
What ſtrong and effectual Orders Mr. Rein: 
| obtained by his ferious Converſation, will ap- 
pear by the Cedula itſelf. But why be appears 
Venter with it notwithſtanding the clo gging 
Chauſe it contained, which, py uſe his own 
Words, was diftating Chicanes to - thoſe 
te whole Intereſt in the Prizes tnade ſuch an 
* "Encouragement unneceffary,” can only be 
d at by comparing the Date of his Let- 
, with the uſual Time of the meeting of 
the Parliament in England. 

The Cedula is from the King of Spain 10 
hs Governors f in America. commands 
them not to ſuffer any of his Subjects to moleſt | 
ot abuſe the Engliſh or any of their Ships that t] 
ſhall fail in theſe Seas, /o long as they ep in” 
pr er Di ances, and are not concerned in 

ny illicit Trade This the Spaniards graciouſ- 

ly 2 prope, and our Miniſters joyfully acct * 
t by the Acceptance of this very 

dula the Ris ht of the Spaniards was again, 77 W 

mitted by our Miniſters in its full Force, f Hr 

the Caſe of Exception had been only that of 


actually carrying an an illicit Trade, the Spa- 


|, Suben; IO, 17 32. 
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pl would bare 3 in 18 Ri 5 bike 
it, and we to admit it. ut when t 3 
ed their general E reſſton, and to ned a ded, 
and we admitted, the Condition o gel keeping * 


Diſtances, we not only admitted the general 
Pretenſton of the 27 80 but the parti 
Method by which they p oſed to make that 
Pretenſion effectual, an which ROY ju 
Inevitably render G tion and Trade in 
chat Pai of the World 12 adele, It; is 
ſelf-evident, that the Spuniards might nom, with 
the 5 of Re EE * ; From 
a Demand of pr eſcribing Limits to the 
Navigation in 185 open Seas upon our Aan 
tance of the Condition in this Cedula. And 1 
dare appeal to any Man of Senſe and Candor, 
whether the ſame Miniſters that have admitted 
one could object to the ther. All we obtained 
by this Cedula was, the being {till amuſed with 
Orders, that the Eugliſb ſhould not be abuſeg. 
It was perhaps we Ser that this er im- 
poſe upon our Merchants who thoughr that 
they had been abuſed, when the e e 
interrupted their Navigation, viſited theit Ships 
and confiſcated their Effects; arching and 
confi ſearrng remained in Bay inion of the 
Spantards, a Right not an Abuſe. If our 
Merchants therefore had flattered themſelves 
with any Advantage from this Cædula, they 
would foon have been convinced of their Ex- 
eee 
N U e e which 1 have al- 

ru obſerved, was 9 by our IN 


to 
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18 \) 
ro remedy all theſe. Grievances, was ſoon after- 
Wards concluded. It is called a Declaration, 
' and was ſigned the 8th of February L732, by 
the Britzſh.and Spaniſh Miniſters at Sevi/e. 
BY this a ay it is agreed, That whenever 
«any Spaniſh Privateer {hall have Leave to fit 
© out for Sea, in order to prevent contraband 
14 Trade, purſuant to the Laws and Ordinances 
of the 7 udies, which have not been derogated 
$ from by the Treaties, hey ſhall be obliged 
to give Security, in the Preſence ofthe Gover- 
* norof the Place from whence they ſhall fail, 
to be anſwerable for any. Damages hey may 
"jolt occaſion ;. and in Default of ſufficient 
Security the Governors themſelves ſhall be an- 
Fnerab] e for en AEARay, happen. And his 
853 Majeſty promiſes to * forbid and 
effectually to Neues bis Ships of War from 
10 conyey.ing or ie under any Pretence 
* whatſoever, Ships carry yiog on an unlaw ful 
* Trade on the Coaſts of his Catholic, Majeſty;” 

This Declaration, being produced by the laſt 
Effort of our Miniſters,. eſeryes to be conſi- 
dered with Attention, And I ſhall therefore 
make ſome Oblervations upon it. 

In the firſt Place it is very obvious, chat the 
Stipulations here, 2 and weak as they are, 
concern only the Behaviour of the Spaniards 
in the 5 of their Pretenſion. It is 

herefore eyident, that. hete the Pretenſion of 
the Fpaniards is once more admitted; the only 

| Bal Seu laid upon their Guarda Coſta's is to 
e i o ale for any Damages 


they 
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ed Rule of their Proceedings. 


FIT 
they may znjuſftly oecaſion; hut the Principle 
which is to decide what is unjuſt and what 
not, is left unſettled, and therefore the preten- 
ded Right of the aniar da is left the unconteſt- 


* 


if ey 156 the Spaniards give. no Security 
againſt ſuch perſonal Cruelties as they had ex- 


erciſed often on the Subjects of Britain; and 


in which the honeſt Merchants and Mariners 
had been treated like Pirates, by Spaniards who 


were themſelves Pirates; nay, by Subjects of 


Great Britain, who would be hanged for for- 
mer Piracies if they came home, and have been 
ſince employed by the Spaniards to commit 
theſe:Depredations, ss 
1 Thirdly, by this Declaration we ſolemnly 
admit of Regulations of which we know no- 
thing The Laws and Ordinances of the In- 
dies we know not what they are, and the Spa- 
-niards may make them ſpeak at any Time 
whatever Language ſerves their preſent Pur- 
poſe. We have ſeen by the Syaniſb Cedulas, 
that theſe Laws pointed out certain Places, 


Limits and proper Diſtances for our Naviga- 


tion, and we here expreſsly, ignorantly and 

meanly conſent that the Guards, Cofta's ſhall 

act according to theſe La es _—-; 
Fourthly, Theſe Laws are not only a Rule 


unknown to us, changeable at the Will of the 


| Spaniards, and therefore purely e but 


a Rule which it is againſt the Laws of Nations 
and the very Dictates of common Senſe to ad- 


mit. Becauſe, although when a Subject of 


another 


and Honour of the Nation; 
that this ſhould be done by 
der the Commiſſion of the King of Spain, in- 


| Bruiſh” 
in this Navigation, This they did, or rather 


it, as we have ſeen, onthe firſt 


: 40 1) 
Another. Nation trades with. Ws in 
their Country, he is ſubject no Doubt to all 
their doineſtick R — unleſs oe oY 
from any of them Stipulations, 
and he — ht to. be E yet gory omeſtick 
a not be ee to affect that 
bs ject of qpother Country when he is not in 
'theirs, 


"Fifthly, Not only « our Miniſters ere 754 
new, unjuſt; and in its Conſequences ruinous, 
Pretenſion of the Spaniards; but they departed 
from the on eaſure they ever teemed in- 
Fate to take, that might in any Degree ap- 
favourabble to the Subjects 5 Great Bri- 
ain. To allow Spaniſh Men of War to cruize 
on our Merchant Men and interrupt our Navi- 
gation, was to give up ſcandalouſly the Intereſt 
et to Tipulate, , 
en of War, un 


ſtead of continuing to be done y Privateers, 


fitted out and commiſſioned by 79 Goyer- 


« nors in the Meſt. Indies, might ſeem to carry 
ſome Regard to the good Treatment atleaſt of 
erchapts and Mariners concerned 


made a ſhew' of doing for the ef departed _ 
ifficulties © 


by the Spaniſßh Miniſter, Patinbo; and rarher 

than not have ſomething to amuſe Mankind 

t home, and get over another Seſſion of Par- 

f 19 they abandoned their fellow Subjects 

15 i * and Avarice of Pirates 1 
the 


4 75 ** 


2 rn een 


„ (- *21 )) 
this ay of-thoſe who re confeſſeclly 
and who'- taffer as ſuch whenever they: are 
raken: Theſe are, and are r common 
Enemies, Hoſtes human genrris, all Navionis 
rum upon them, they have no Pretence of Au 
rhority er Right to! exerciſe. the Hoſtilities 
they commir, no Achlum, no Place of R 
to retirs to, when they have 3 
thole, as real Pirates as theſe, are commiſſion- 


ed by Men ſome what worſe than Pirates, and 


who yet, to- che Shame of Government, de- 
rive ffom a Crowned Head the Authority. b 
which they ſend out theſe Robbers and 
finsto inte the Seas. 729 1 8 
Hard as theſe Terms are, they will gat 
cen Ares to every Man who. compares the 
Violences and Cruelties committed by the 
Guarda Cofta's under the Commiſſions 
them by the Spaniſh Governors, with thoſe 
which we and recorded in the Hiſtories of 
any modern or antient WF reg Cruelties in 
ſhort which can be lel'd by nothing bur 
what that barbarous Nation committed againſt 
the Indians when they conquered thoſe Coun- 
tries ; whereof no other Teſtimony needs be 
ſoug bt than that of Bartolomeo della Cafaand 
— — Spaniſh Authors. Theſe Cruelties were 
ſtopr indeed when the whole Species of Na- 
tives in moſt vf the firſt Settlemeũts was almoſt 
deſtroy d. Aſter giving a Locle, for mote. th: 
40 Years; to the of the Sp, 
Nation, ſome Reſtraint was put upon it, and 
8 in * _ — to = 


11 (( igz.)) ed 
Indians were granted. The [ndianswereleft 
no gnger tos the Mercy of the Spaniards, 
But the Subjects of ritain are left by the 
Miniſters of. Britain doubly at Mercy, at the 
Mercy of the cruel Character, inſolent Tem- 
per, and arbritary Will of Spaniſh Governors 
Who give the Commiſſions, and are to be 
Gainers by the Spoils, and of the Scum of 
all Nations to whom theſe Commiſſions are 
given, and whom they let looſe to rob, to 
tpoil; to murther, nay to torture 
We have ſeen that our Miniſters were ſo far 
from aflerting the Right of Britain againſt 
the Pretenſion of Spain, which they ſhould 
have done in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Terms, 
not only on the Avowal of ſuch a Pretenſion 
by the Spaniards, but on the very firſt Suſpi- 
cion that any ſuch Pretenſion might be Jet 
up,. that they continued weakly and tamely 
to ſubmit to it. And we have oblerved that v 
the Spaniards wanted no more. They had Wl , 
aſſerted their Pretenſion as a Conſequence of Ii , 
the Prohibition of all Trade with their Ame- W 
rican Dominions, and they continued to act t. 
as if they had the Right to which they pre- r 
The Declaration, we have ſeen, was ſigned WW 
in February 1732, and in the Demands made WW - 
by the Spanzſb Commiſſaries at Jevile in A- 
pril following, they formally inſiſted, © that as 
7 the Britiſh Subj ects, under Pretence of going 


Wl © April 17. 1732. 
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thoſe Seas ſhall obſerve the 


22 


to their own Colonies, ran on an ufilawful 
Trade to the Ruin of the 


iter Ships their Ships leg e 
and Regiſter Ships; their Ships ſailing thro 

| Courſe they 2 
to ſteer to avoid Hoſtilities. But to this Be- 
mand we gave no Anſwer, and they were far 
from requiring any; for whilſt they were artful- 


ly endeayouring to convert this pretenſion in- 
to a Right, every Thing that had the Air of 
3 afforded Arguments for their pur- 
pole. in artet ene t a: 


We have already obſerved likewiſe; chat the 


Treaties made by our Miniſters were deſigned 
only to amuſe the Nation; and certain it is, 


they had no other Effect; they determined no 


Diſpute; they concluded no Negotiation; and 
the Declaration we have here e reſembled 
in this reſpect the reſt of their Treaties. So early 

as in the Month of November following it, 


we find Mr. Keene again applying to the J pa- 


»:ſh Miniſters for ſome Regulations to prevent 
the unjuſt Captures of our Ships for: the future. 
A new Seſſion approached, a ne Treaty 
therefore muſt be put upon the Anvil, and 
the Negotiation. muſt retound into Britain, 
to drown the Cries of the Merchants, and to 
deafen the Ears of their Repreſentatives.” Mr. 
Keene accordingly acquaints our Minifters that 
* Monſieur Patinho had owned the Infuffici« 
ency of /mall Quantities of Sani ſh Goods to 


condemn our Ships; but that however he had 
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1 inſiſted 


| 3 G2 
: inſiſted on ſomethi more clear and poſitive, 
| ; — Ned to Mon. Patiuho, to ſend for 

* aCedula iſſued by the Queen Mother footy at- 
tor the — of:r670, whereby-rhe Gua. 
8 2 Coſte's ture bent within proper Limits, 
and prevented from intemupting the lawfal 


* Commerce-of Nations in Amity with Spain; 
and har. they ſhould- together rocker ir to the 
fa ere Circumſtances.” 'Our Miniſters in the 
1, 1753; - 3, part of which 
has = — quoted, tell Mr. Keene that 
de is not to be diſcouraged- b Difficulties 
from puſbi this Matrer as far as he can, 
and from en 1 leaſt to get che old 

«,Cedula revived, 'wbich' he mentions to haue 
Been iſ/ued for this purpoſe about the Year 
16, If he thinks. that: would-be: ſufficient | 
and they add, ©. mmleſs ſomething of this Kind 
© be:done, it will: be im ole be to put an End 
to the Violence ende ine exercied dy the 
Guarda Coſta r. 

It is very obyious hom theſe Letters chat 
our Miniſters, as. well: as Mr. Keene, were ut. 
terly in the dark concerning the Cedula iſſued 
alaut the Year 167. it is not eaſy to 
determine which was greater, the Abſurdity of 
propoſing, and even labouring to obtain a Ce- 
dula, of che Contents of which they were to- 
tally ignorant, or that N 3 1 1 7 in what ſo 
much concerned the Trade of their Country, 
from which alone could proceed their Igno: 
rance of this Cedula, which had been tranſ- 
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mitted to them by —— E — 


25 3 | | | . ; ons . 
of April 1731*.” The 


e, before as rhe Nose of 
or Cedula is no other than that which we have 
. mentioned to have been iſſued by the Queen 
„Mother in 1674. and it is in purſuance of it 
ts, chat every Spanuiſh Guarda Coſta in the Indies 
fäl has been and is fitted out. But the mean Admiſ- 
#; {ſions of our Miniſters had already ſo well adapt- 
he ed it to the preſent Circumſtances, that the - 


he ih Governors had preſumed to give to their 
& Corſairs a farther power to take ali the Embarca- 
at int -4 Strangers they ſhould find in or about 
ies heir Ports and Rivers; © 0 GG 
ah, In the ſame Letter of the roth of January 
oh Ne find our Miniſters of a ſudden alarmed with 
ve Ihe following Expreſſion: in the Cedula for 
ear eſtitution of the Ship Moblball, That the 
1; ue ͤ not taken in any fu pected Conrſe 
ind Navigation. This they deſire to have ex- 
ud lained, becauſe it carries an Implication that 
the may prove of dangerous Conſequence to the 
Bgritiſb Trade in America. Could it be 
chat redited, if we had not their own Authorit7 
ut · r it, that notwithſtanding the Spaniſh Cedu- 
ned is, che Demands of their Commiſſaries, and 


v to Accounts ſent home from the Indies, our 

x of Miniſters were till this Time in finding out, 
Ce · hat had been the Subject upon which they 
to- Nad negotiated fo many Years? Vet ſo it is. 


nd thus it appears that to this Time, that is 


try, che Year 1733. the Right of Great Britain. 
gao: indeed of Mankind; was never once aſſer- 0 
1 5 > ; > = 7 | 1 , | | . 
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long N E. Adm. cr. Leit 10 Mr. n April 17 32. n ; 


tac by. bur Miniſters agait 2 ons of 
the. Spaniards; but their pretenſions were, in 
—_— ior AR that paſſed between us. 
fortified by the . unaccountable policy of out 
Miniſters, as xhe Depredations made in Con- 
ſquence:of them Were duffered, and in ſome 
fort. allowed by the Inſtructions, whereby our 
Men of War were reſtrained from protecting 
aur Trade, or making Repriſals on the Sani- 


- 
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It cannot be wonder'd at, therefore, if from 
that time forward the Spaniards.continued. to 
exerciſe the ſame Tyranny in thoſe Seas. Upon 
ſeveral particular Occaſions indeed Repreſenta- 
tions Were. made from hence; but the ſame 
Fallacy being ſuffered to continue, no Repara- 
tion Was or could be obtained. The Fallacy 
I mean is this: The Fpaniar de. juſtiſied their 
proceedings by objecting illicit Trade, and by 
begging che Queſtion, while they ſuppoſed that 

they had a Right of ſearchi g Tig our 
hips at Sea, in order to preyent- this illicit 
Trade. We on the other hand never had the 
gSenſe or Courage, at the ſame time that we 
awned theit Right to prevent this Trade as far | 

As they could on their own Coaſts, in their 

- own: Roads and Harbours, according to the 

Tenor of Treaties, and by Reſtraints on their 
on Subjects, according to the Laws: and 

Ordinances that had been or ſhould: be made 
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by. chem; _we never had the Courage, I ſay, 
to deny peremptorily that they had any Right, 
even in order to prevent illicit Trade, or 


under any other pretence whatſoever to at- 
TY "vac 


avigation, at Sea. Such an expreſs. r 
ad boi NY: e Niſp ute to 11 _ F chad 
taken = all 1 25 


Xo the Ships of: $222.) or interrupt their 


laborious Miniſters a great deal of "ele and 
le. For want of it nothing 
done nor could be done towards —.— ae 


1 


k Aue -Our Nees be e to be a- 
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« . . ES thoſe e {lands, nor 'at —— 

chor there, can be deeme 1. Whether 

ot not they are loaded with ſuſpected Cong: 
By reaſon that be Seas near theſe Iſlands, be- 
ing the Rout of theſe Nations from one & 


9 


. ny to another; it happens, they are obliged to 
2 flap on theſe e one account. of 


5 8. © or loſing their Way, and in 
- Purſuing th N Vorage they are taken, ain 


2 Gor, Puerto Ries 1 o Richard Leftch, July 14. 17324 
W * their 


0 


their Proſecution IP doubtful, the Go- 
vernor being preſſed thereunto by his Majeſ- 
ty's repeated Orders for encouraging Cruizers 
againſt Pyrates and unlawful Trade; and as 
to' what concerns the Engliſb, to remit their 
Cauſes to the ſupreme Court of the Indies, 
which is a known Prejudice to the Priſoners 
themſelves, their Veſſels and Cargoes being 
depoſited in fuch Caſes till the Royal Derer- 
mination ; to which may be added that ſome- 
times no Priſoners are brought in, and in 
many others the Cargoes - conſiſt in Species 
not vendible in theſe Hands, particularly on 
the Coalts* And the Governor of Cartha- 
gena in his Letter to Admiral Stuart f, ſays, 
I neither have nor will grant any Commiſſi- 
* ons for cruiſing; for my Mind hath always 
directed me to by jealous of introducing 
them, appointing ſufficient Guards by Land 
and not by Sea, in Confideration of the Con- 
* ſequences ariſing from ſuch Proceedings. 
_ To confirm the Opinion of the Governor of 
Carthagena, and to ſhew that the true Way 
of preventing illicite Trade in theſe Parts is to 
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8 ſufficient Guards by Land, in order to 
1 


rain the Spaniards from it, which the Ki 
of Spais may lawfully do, inſtead of ſending 
this Trade, to interrupt the Navigation of o- 
ther Nations, which neither he, nor any Prince 


on Earth has a Right of doing; it may be proper 


out Privateers, under pretence of preventing | 
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had ſtopt and feized an 9 Veſſel, but 
had paid the full Value both. 


> \ 


to quote a Letter of Allg Srucrt*; wherein 
he gives an Account of a Guarda Coſta, who 
ll Value of the Sloop 
and of the CH This Method of ſupply- 
ing a Spaniſh Colony with European Goods 
without the Help of the Flotas, Regiſter Ships, 
or Galleons,' an of forcing the Britiſß Ships 
to carry on the very Trade of which the Ki 
of Spadin complains, or Methods ſomething like 
ir, are not perhaps entirely new. But it muſt 
be owned that this Garda Coſta, and other 
8 who take ſome fuch clandeſtine 
ethods of ſu ply ing themſelves with Euro- 
pean Goods, do flot trade with the ſame Ad- 
gs that He Governors in the 
Meſt- Indies generally do. The former pay, 
theſe never pay for the Merchandizes they in- 
troduce into the King of Spazn's Oolohies. 
They receive them neither in Galleons por Re- 
giſter Ships; but they ſupply their People ſo 
plentifully by their Depredations, that ac- 
cording to late Accounts, the Trade from O/d 
Spain can no longer be carried on to Advan- 
tage. Admiral SFuart is therefore juſtly für- 
3 at the Conduct of this conſcientious 
uarda . and yet I believe the Mariners, 
whole Veſſel and Cle the Spaniard paid for, 
would have thought themſelves but little obliged 
to him, if the Boat which he gave them had, 
potwithſtanding his Cautions to them to avoid 
$45 me | 1 . al 4 Vw 


1 * * 
- 


. 


wk 
his 

; * 
1 


2 Leu. te Mr. Burebert, Auf. 2. 17317. 


#+ 4 4 


& Rf | 
” 


1 
untrymen, been "Sn met and 
gan 558825 N Guarda Cofta, for frag: 
_ 7 17 ee /þ Coaſt, or having on board 

1 of Eigh it Which the rſt Guar- 

72 fa had forced on n then. HAR 
hy Sum of all this is; if there be an illicit 
4. Gurte on, the King of Spain's Subjects 
Rh: A Tempters, the Su Jects of other Nati - 
dus are but the tempted. To what arbitrary 
Power then does not the Catholick King pre- 
tend, when he exerciſes a Power, and ſeverely 
tod, without the Authority of any Treaty, 
oyer thoſe hom he can have no lawful Power 
AR out of his Dominions, but what ſome 
ives him, and when he might more 
of 1 V 21 the illicit Trade he complains 
y exerci me "the lawful Power which he 
has over his own Subjects? ? He may deal with 
| them according. to the full Extent of his Pre- 
rogative ; e muſt deal with other Nations ac- 


cording to the Tenor of Treaties, and aſſume | 


no more power over them than what the Trea- 
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The es, to which 51 have conſented, give him. 
Re Loſſes, or he Inconveniencies, whi! 


he cannot a be in "by keepi ng within theſe | 
t 


ules, would be ſmall; but if they were more 
conſiderable, ey would not juſtify him for 


ons, and the 1 ole 2 38 well as In- 
tereſt « of M ankind, * render ed; theſe Prin- 


1 are ſo "Plain a and 0 ee „chat 1 be: 
1 at 0 


eve no Court, except t 


ain, would 
© a to act in Defiance of 125 ** 1 
ave 


* * * LY ” oY 1 1 nn —_—— EAR ci 


ping 6 from Rules that the Laws of Nati- | 


mO> L aa. jy oS haks 


ed: They would even have /e 


and Abroad for me, when I affithy; that n 


have che Sende of every Min both' at 225 
Court except ours 


Miniſters of an 
ſuffer that of Spain to at in that man 
ner. But I return to the Deduction I had be- 


ur! Miniſters theniſelves Wert: 4 Bt made 
ſenſible of the miſerable Situation into whiek 
their Ignorance or Connivanee had geddes | 
us : But they continued, to complain of the 
Exceſſes of the Guarda Coffs s ; they, were ſo 
norant as to mention the Regulatiot abour vi- 
Fog in the Treaty 1667, as extetiding to our 
Commerce in America, as Well as in 0 2. 
They demanded that /ſome Moderation mi Kube 
uſed by the Spaniards in the Exerciſe of theit 
injurio os pretenſion ſo long ſubmitted. to, afi 
they rhought of Compounding to have it often- 
t this Compoſiti- 
on, in a caſe where allCompoſition muſt be deem- 
ed ſcandalous: as well as An to the Option 
of Spain; for they * defired * that the Guards 
*-Cofta's. Conimiſſions (which are given by the 
©* Spaniſh Governors) ſhould eber be abſo- 
© lately recalled, or ſq limited ds not to leave 
them ar Liberty to act in this Manner. Thar 
is in Effect they deſired, that at /ea/? ometbbere 
the Britiſi Sip! s might fail withqut Da 
that ſome 5 might be given, ſoe el 
2 of American Goods a Wer 
rade in America allowed, and tflat à 8 
Cedula might (inſtead of a Cottvoy) ſe 
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Britiſh 


Britiſb Ships in their Paſſ- 1 from Brikain to 
her Colonies. And what is this but to acknow- 
ledge an abſolute Dominion in the Crown of 
2 85 over the American Seas? The King of 
reet Britain muſt have fubmirzed inchis Caſe 
to ſuch an Indignity in the Weſt Indies, as pri- 
vate Merchants, Britiſh and Duteh, would never 
ſubmit to in the Eaſt Indies, when the Portu- 
gueſe above a Century ago pretended to ſuffer 
 noNavigation there except under their Paſsports.. 
Vet thus our Miniſters proceeded, and which 
is almoſt incredible, after they had confeſſed 
that they knew the Spauiſh Complaint of illi- 
cit Trade was an evaſive Anſwer only; and 
after that they had /amentzed, that in all the 
Nang Cedulas, there was no getting rid of 
that cloging Clauſe. A clogging Clauſe indeed 
it had proved in the Reparation juſtly due to 
our Merchants: A Clauſe, which our Miniſters 
might have perceived (as every Body elſe did) 
had rendered all the Cedulas obtained, in par- 
ticular Caſes, ineffectual, and muſt continue to 
do ſo, as long as the Point, upon which the 
whole Diſpute turned, remained undecided. 
But this is not all; ſomething more mon- 
ſtrous remains to be told. The Zxpedients 
they prepoſed were pitiful and mean, diſho- 
nourable and deſtructive. But the Admiſſion 
they made by their Declaration in 1732, was 
worſe. No ny, of Great Britain would. 
have urged any Thing more to our Diſadvan- 
R 
| oe = 


to refuſe, what they lamented 
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For in that Declaration; (as if they meant ts 


furniſh new Reaſons to the Spaniſh Miniſter 
they could not 
obtain) they not only admitted formally that 
a moſt notorious illicit Trade was carried on by 
the Britiſb Subjects in America, but that theſe 
Traders were protected in this Breach of Trea- 
ty by the Britiſb Ships of War. Such an Ad- 
miſſion could not have been made at any 
Time, nor in any Manner, by Miniſters who 
knew what they were about, and who had a 
national End in their Negotiation ; or if it had 
ſlipt inadvertently from them, yet as the ſup- 
poſed Protection of Britiſb Ships of War to 
Britiſh Smugglers could not be more injurious 
to the Spaniards than their Pretenſion is to the 
Britiſh fair Trader; and to the Freedom of 
our Navigation, the Prohibition of the Firſt 
ought to have been attended at leaſt by a Diſ- 
avowal of the Second. Nothing of this Nature 
was done. Our Miniſters gave up the Cauſe 
of their Country, often; they aſſerted it, 
deve i "By | „ TSA 
However, at laſt, in Fanuary 1737-8, they 
perceived or ſeemed to perceive the whole 
Ridicule of the Spaniſh Complaint, as it was 
urged for a Reaſon to ſupport the Pretenſions 
of that Crown. They complained then“, that 
* the preventing the Britiſb Subjects from car-: 
rying on an illicit Trade, was made a Sort of 
Condition of the King of. Spain's not ſuffer- 
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to Parliament, repeated once more what they 
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„ adting (lt. W to 
2s > Goes under Ley Britefh — 
| « bad hn been concerned in carrying on any 
© Micit Commerce. Now to make that a Con- 


ditiba-of not interrupting our Navigation, was: 
to uſe this Nation as the-moſt impotent State 
never tas uſed by the moſt powerful. To 


demand it at all was not lefs ridiculous, than 


it we ſhould demand of the Court of France 
to hinder the Smugglers from infeſting our 


Coaſt, But to inſiſt ani as the Court of 


Spain had done, ought to have convinced our 
Miniſters long before, of what they were at 


laſt forced to own. 5, © That they have little 
©Hopes of en the Spaniards to ſet aſide 


„the Methods chat ve been hitherto followed 
in Conſequence of the original Laus and In- 
© ſtitutions of the Hid ie,. 

In this Manner was Britain, Fe had 3 
lately one of the moſt reſpected Powers in 


"Europe, negotiated by her Miniſters: into a 


Deſpair of recovering, from, one of the weak · 
eſt — the plaineſt and moſt eſſential of 
her Rights. And to this Condition were Af- 
fairs reduced, when our Merchants (wearied 
aut with continued Vexations, and almoſt 


mined by their Sufferings) applied once more 


had enplained in 1728 and in 1730, and in- 
furced the Whole 9 * a * and 


I 
” 
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ol | Lets nw fe wh as bh ths Knete 
ht this Application. 63% ee 420 
y | - The Parliament ones mne voted Van Ad- 
, dreſß to his Majeſty, to uſe his Royal. Paädlea- 
48. yours with his Catholick Majeſty 0 in ef- 
te fectual Relief for his injured St und to 


0 convince the Court of Spain, char debe ER 


1 can no longer ſuffer ſuch conſtant and repeated. 
- ATE carried” on, to the Difhonour of 
ar his Crown, and to the Ruin of: his: 
of Subjects. To chis Addreß his Majeſty 4 was 
ar graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, I am fully fen+ 
at * ſible of the many and unwarrantable Der 
le * predations committed by the Spaniards, and 
e you may be aſſured I will make Uſe of the 
d * moſt proper and eſfectual Means that are in 
1 my Power, to procure Juſtice and Satisfac- 
« tion to my injured” Subj and for the 
n < future Seu of their 1 N e 
in * tion? 
a il The Houſe of «akon likewiſe taken 
* the Affair into their Conſideration, preſented 
d 
* 


an Addreſs to his Majeſty, mote apt, but 

d the ſame Effect, end TEE 

d to the ſame Purpoſe. 97% E. I 
ſt The Pretenſion of the Spaniards 1 was now 
'@ become not only too plain ta be winked at any 
V longer, but was grown up into a ſuppoſed 
* Right, which they aſſerted as directly as they 
d BU could aſſert any the moſt undiſputed Right be- 
; "0 to their Cron or Nation, The 1 
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7% Miniſter, Monſieur De La Quadra, in his 
Anſwer + to a Memorial ſent from England 
with a Multitude of Caſes of Ships lately taken 
by Guarda Cota s, openly aſſerted, that the only 
Navigation the Britiſh Subjects can claim, in 
* the West- Indies, is that to — own Colonies, 
while they ſteer a due Courſe, and that their 
Ships are liable to Seizure and Conflſcation, if 
tit can be proved that they have changed their 
fiRout without Neceflity.” This Pretenſion, 
the Child of our compliant Miniſters, appeared 
now ſo terrible in its full Growth, that it 
frightned its Parents: In the Draught of a Let- 
ter * laid before Parliament, as intended to be 
ſent to the Spantf Miniſter, our - Miniſters 
complained of it as a moſt extraordinary and 
* inadmiffible Demand, not to be ſupported even 
on the Suppoſition of the Sovereignty of Spain 
* in the American Seas. But ſuch a Dominion, 
* they ſaid, was what the King of England's 
Fredeceſſors never knew, and what he could 
never ſubmit to. 

When the Matter was brought to this Iſſue; 
when the concurrent Senſe of the King, the 
Parliament, and the Nation, was declared 
againſt the Pretenſion of the Spaniſb Court, 
ſa long connived at, and favoured by ours, and 
in Truth againſt the very Principle and Method 
of Negotiation, which our Miniſters had hither- 
ta. purſued, a powerful Fleet was fitted out; 


dan firſt Miniſter declared that even he ſhould 
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be aſhamed to negotiate any longer; and the 
People in general believed, that the Spirit f 
the Nation would recover, what the Puſilla- 


nimity of the Adminiſtration had loſt. How 


could they believe otherwiſe? The plaineſt 
and the ſtrongeſt Inſtructions were laid down 
for the Conduct of our Miniſters in the Ad- 
dreſſes of the two Houſes, and in his Maje- 
ſty's Anſwers, Who could believe after all 
this, that they would venture to reſume in any 


Degree their former Conduct, and dare to 


amuſe and banter Great Britain once more? 
Yet this they have ventured, this they have 


dared, as will appear undeniably by the Sequel 


of the DeduCtion we are to make. Nay, the 
Event has made it plain, that the firſt Miniſter 
reſolved to refume his former Method of, Con- 
duct in Oppoſition to the Addreſſes of the two 
Houſes, and the Promiſes of his Maſter, even 
at the very Time that theſe Addreſſes and Pro- 
miſes were made. What elſe could he mean 
by giving a Negative in the ſame Seſſion of 
Parliament to the Bill deſigned to take Place 
in Caſe of a War, for the Encouragement of 
the Br:7i/h Seamen? What elſe could he mean, 
by ſending a' Fleet into the Mediterranean, 
where it muſt. be, as it was, uſeleſs, and 
therefore ridiculous, inſtead of ſending it into 


the Weſt-Indies, where it might have driven 


the Guarda Coſta's into their Ports; have pro- 


tected our Trade; have taught the Spaniards 
onesibaore to reſpect the Britiſb Flag, and 
haye ſecured the Sucgeſs of ſuch a Negotiation 


2 
ns the Parliament deſired, the King promiſed; 
the Honour — — the Nation — 
manded: 3 ptoms gave early 
Stfpicion to many Perſons, hit Meaiurer 
would he altered rather in Appearance than 
Reality; an@that the fame Prejects of Amuſe- 
ment and Banter would be continned. But 
the Gtnetality could not perſuade themſelves 
t the Miniſters would negle& an Opportu- 
Yr retrieving their former Errors by exert- 
ing an honeſt- Vigour in the Cauſe of their 
Country, when the Men who uſually o 
them, Lad been the firſt to ſtrengthen their | 
Hands, and had pawned themſelves te ſupport 
idem im it. They imagined that the private 
Intereſt of the Miniſtry would coincide upon 
This Occaſion with the national Intereſt, and 
 Hattered themſelves therefore that the latter 
= ht be purfued. They ſaw that in -puſhi 
leaſure which the whole Nation Hrs; 
the Miniſters tan no Riſque, who they thought | 
might run ſome in continuing, after all that 
Nad paſſed, to act againſt it; but the Miniſters 
Ne otherwiſe, and we have ſeen hitherto | 
that they judged right. They depended on a 
Reſerve they had deten tried, and knew that 
the Court of Rome is not the only Tribunal in | 
the World where Abſolutions are to be had 
Tor" Crimes, that it would not be fo eaſy to 
obtarff the Petmiſfion of committing. To 
who had oppoſed their Meaſures, and fg 
the Conſequentts of them, wert Fo 
aſſiſt 


facrifice their Prejudices to the Publick, 6K 


E 
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W 
aſſiſt 8 Game they had leſh 

abroad, as well as to acquire, im one Inſtance; 

atleaſt, the Reputation of good Gaverament- 
at home: But the Miniſters; would: facrifies 
nothing, not even their Blunders to the Pub- 
lick. Whatever Pary they: took, they thought 
their Power ſecure; and this great Point being 
ſettled. in their Minds, they reſolved to gratify 
their Humour and indulge. their Habits, - a» 
gainſt the Intereſt, the Honour, and the una- 
nimous Bent of the Nation. Let not this he 
called Declamation, or Invective. It is a true 
Repreſentation of Facts; what follows wilt 
prove it to be ſo. The Summer was ſpent in 
Inaction on our Part, for 2 con: 
tinued their Depredations with great Activity, 
and the — nr ak <p News 
that a Convention had been ſigned. between 
the Crowns of Great Britain and ain: 
The Contents were with great Induſtry con- 
cealed; it only tranſpired that ſome Difficulties 
made by the Court. of Spain retarded the Ex- 
change of the Ratifications, and it was reported, 
that theſe, Difficulties related only to the Af. 
fairs of the South, Sea Company, at that Time 
ſaid to be included in the Convention. The 
Parliament was hy Proclamation appointed to 
meet; but when the appointed Day came, it 
was further prorogued for a Portnight; that 
the Expedient found for adjuſting the Difficuls 
ties which had: ariſe» might be carried int 
Execution, and the Convention might be rati- 


— 


# 


45; )) 
the » of the People eat: 
| it, could be taken. £2 42 Q % AN 
When the Parliament did meet, os Colas 
| vention remained {till a Secret; His Majeſty's: 
was indeed ſuppoſed tocantain an exact 
Account of it, and all that was to be ex; 


from it, and Mankind was ſurpriſed to find 


no more. Limits and other Reſtraints 'on: 
our Poſſeſſions, Trade and Navigation had 
| been talked of: And every Body expected that 
ſome Expedient at esu have — found 
to curb the Inſolence of the Guarda Coſta 8. 
Thoſe who thought the worſt of our Miniſ- 
ters expected this. But there appeared no ſuch 
Thing. The Commiſſaries appointed by the 
Treaty of Sevile; had — Reference to 
Commiſſaries completely ridiculous. No Matter, 
à Reference was made again, but it was made 
this Time to Plenipotentiaries, and the boaſted 
eſſential Difference between theſe and the for- 
mer was, that thoſe were named by Commiſ- 
ſion, but theſe by the Convention, which was 
by. the Way, in point of Form, the leſs regular 
Method. of the two; nor is it eaſy to conceive 
why this Method was taken, \ unleſs we ſup- 

ls that the Miniſter who had laid the Foun- 

tions of much dirty Work, by the Conven- 
bro was reſolved: to fix the Execution of it; 
by the fame Convention ſigned, ſealed and 
ratified, in Hands that were fitteſt for it, the 
Hands af two. of his Creatures, little Men, 
vrho had filled the loweſt Forms of Buſineſs in 
that: very Country; who were quite unfit to im- 
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poſe onthe Pride and Obſtinacy ofthe Soni 
urt, or to conduct a Negociation of fo great 


Importance: The firſt Men in Britain would 
JJ. i nro- 
As every Body expected that the inſolent 

Depredations of the Guarda Coſta s would be 
immediately checked, ſo· Nobody I believe ex- 
pected that any Convention or Treaty would 


de ſigned; in which there was not ſufficient, 


nor even plauſible Reparation of paſt Injuries, 
nor any effectual nor ſeeming Proviſion ſtipu- 


lated againſt further Injuries of the ſame Kind. 


Yet thus it was. A paltry Sum of Money 
was promiſed in Satisfaction of paſt Injuries; 
bur Security againſt future Injuries was referred 
to a ſubſequent Negotiation ; and during the 
Term of eight Months given for this Negotia- 
tion, our Merchants were abandoned to the 
Mercy of the Spaniards, that is, they were 
left to be ſtopped, rummaged and robbed as 
they had been for ſo many Years before, This 
appeared bad enough at a firſt View); but it 
appeared ftill worſe at a ſecond, when this Re- 
flection preſented itſelf, that by conſenting to 


treat on the Spaniſh Pretenſion, inſtead of aſſert- 


ing peremptorily our Right in Oppoſition to it; 
and by leaving our Merchants expoſed to the 
fame Depredations during this Treaty, we fell 
again into the ſame Fault that the Miniſter 
had perſiſted in, before the Addreſſes of Par- 
liament and his Majeſty's Anſwer ; Whereas it 
was againſt this very Fault that we expect- 
ed to be ſecured by 98 Procecdings, oc 

: elle 


oh. 


| 5 5 Nl; and 
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elſe we muſt way expected nothing from 
ern In this Light the "Elida appeared to 


eyery.Man, who ſuppoſed it to be, 'what his 


Majeſty in his Speech faid it was, "and what 


it afterwards proved. The modeſt Father of 


this Child continued however to own it, and 


to praiſe it. He publickly declared, That be 
had never read ſo good a Treaty; that ebery 


favourite Phraſe was contained in it ; that the 


Captures made 5 Spain were confe fed to be 
t there was not @ Grievance 


fo be 1 that was not to be redreſſed. Yet 


inde ſtill delayed to make it publick, or even to 


y it before the Parliament, and in the mean 


time prevailed to have every Paper refuſed that 


was thought neceſſary to ſet it in a full and clear 


Light; ſome becauſe they related to Affairs 


135 yet concluded; others becauſe the Affairs 
to which they related were 0 concluded; 
ſome becauſe, as he aſſerted, they were not 
neceſſary to give Information; otliers becauſe 
they could be of no uſe to thoſe who would 
approve the Convention; and others again be- 


cauſe they could only be of uſe in caſe the 
Convention was condemned. 
At laſt this favourite Piece was produced | 
acid puoliſhed, and the Perſon, who 4 little 
before had taken all the Honour of it to him 
Telf, began now to aſſume but a Share of it, 
tho he declared Rill that it was a good Trea- 


ty, and publickly affured the Gentlemen who 


thought other wife, that they ſhould be left at full 


Liberty 
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Liberty to. — on . ers of i it 
in their own. It appeared very ſoon after- 
wards that ſome, Papers were neceflary' to give 
I nformation ; that the Convention, 2s it Was 
Hy and pu 1 -ought ie 
eparate from an Act whic not 
— Paarl nor publiſhed 3 but was the 
Condition wit hout Which the King f Spain 
woul not oye. a to congJude, a 
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it likewiſe : appear 

wh Men in py 
tion, to which 2 Neg gative had been given, 
would be of uſe to We Who defigned. to ap 
prove the Convention; and therefore Extracts 
of Letters were, laid before the Parliament, 
together with the Declaration ſighed by Man 
fieur de la Quadra relating to 7 Soath-Seg 
Company. etters relating to the ſame Sub- 
ject N40. included among the Papers, after- 
wa words led for from the South-Sea Company, 
ie e e Oo Copies: of $ #ikg it then 
2 that tho Extract might ſerve to 
get the Convention approved, el endan- 

gered its Condemnation. 4 

Altho I W N ot be too minute in my 
Obſervations, non deſcend into any unneceſſary 
Detail, yet N this little tricking Ma- 
ement, deſerved ſame. Notice. No Artifice 
indeed was n 155 5 0 all that Sond: be 
done to —— . 5 to lliate, and 
to divert? Was les LED 5, ey 9 28 


2 998 8 padre Ne Spi- 


rit 


| 555 moor as a mpſt i ignominious 


? that they — * * be cottfuered. But 


£ 


rit Ae the AY 1 Ana Reference of 
our Rights was thought ſharneful, that of our 
Limits angerous; the Sum of — 
ed Sf e Sp ain Was thought inconſiderab 
crificing the Sour h- Sea Oi el, was 


ice for a 

moſt diſadvantageous Trea 

"The Friends of the Convention, or WIPES 
the Creatures of the Miniſter for Friends of 
the Convention even” among theſe I think 
there are none) found that the more it was 
conſidered, the leſs it was approved; and that 
altho they then prevented 1 from being fully 
expoſed, yet they could not hinder it from 
being univerſal ly condemned. How indeed 
could they, fince no Man could recollect 
what he had expected from it, and what the 
Friends of it had confidently aſſerted to be in 
it, without feeling the ſtrongeft Difappoint- 
ment, and the Rrongel Indignation ? ? The 
Gentlemen within Doors who had diſapproved . 
of the Conduct which had brought Cas Nabe 
into · Diſpute, and of this Meafure which was 


only pretended to be excuſed by the Situation 


in which we found ourſelves from that Conduct, 
expreſſed i no Impatienoe to condemn the Con- 
vention, before it had been duly conſidered; and 
wete deſirous to proceed in the moſt ſlemn and 
deliberate Parliamentary Manner. They were 
defirousto examine it Article by Article; and 
to ſet the Whole and every Part of it in that 
foll Light in which the Fautots of it boaſted 
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as foon as the Light began to increaſe, and the 


Turpitude of the Brat began to ſtrikeevery Eye, 


the Father of it began to think it was time to 
remove this monſtrous Production of Igno- 
rance and Self- coneeit, of narrow Views and 
narrower Sentiments, as ſoon as poſſible, and 
as far as poſſible out of Sight. He therefore, 

who had declared that ſuch as were alarmed 
at the Convention, might proceed in their own 

Way to the Examination of it, now thought 
it neeeſſary that they ſhould follow his. He 

named the Day for conſidering it, and inſt- 

nuated that the ſame Day ſhould decide it. 
A Matter of this Motaent to the Honour and 

Intereſt of the Nation, was to be huddled: up 

in one Debate; a Matter thus complicated 
was to be degided in leſs Time than would 

have been ſufficient for - a due Examination of 
any one of the Parts. But this was rendered 
impracticable. The Merchants, the Planters, 

the principal trading Towns, and the City af 
London,preſented Petitions, repreſenting the in- 
ſecure Condition our Trade and:Navigation was 
left in, the dangerous Conſequences of not aſ- 
ſerting- our Rights, and the Inſolence of the 
Spantards, who in the very laſt Summer had 
inſulted us with freſh Depredations. The Mer 
chants defired to be heard by their: Counſel, 
this was refuſed both to them, and to the 
Owners of an Engliſi Veſſel, the Maſter af 
which was at that Time a Priſoner in Hain. 
The Merchants were admitted however to be 
heard by themſelves, and Captain Laugen 
r 


and in Con 
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J 
„ bern heard at all, ar- 
rived juſt Time enough from his Spaniſe Jail, 


to infurm the Houle. of Commons, that the 
very [Spaniards made a Jeſt of our Submiſſion, 
tempt called qur Mariners the Gal. 
luna dl Mar, the Hens of the Sea, and that 
oven: the Tradeſmen amongſt, them deſerted 
ther Trades to go to Sea, fo hunt the Engliſh. 

The. a -having the firſt Day, with 


the cond Day was ſpent in exa- 
mining, as far as the Time would permit, into 
che ſhort Account, on the Authority of which 
it was pretended that the Sum promiſed by 
Spain had been accepted. But the Particulars 
of the Treaty were not to be entered into ſe- 


parately. The Queſtion to approve or diſap- 
prove the whole Convention was to be decided 
without Loſs of Time, and in a ſummary Man- 


ner. A general Addreſs to the Crown was 


| therefore propoſed the very next Day. Three 


ſuch Addreſſes had been already voted on the 
like Occaſions; gracious 3 had been re- 
turned to them. all, and ſtill the Grievance con- 


winued, nay ſtrengthned upon the Nation. 


But ſomething was to be done, and what elſe 


could be done? An explicit Approbation of 


this glorious Conuention could not he expected 
from the moſt determined; a ſeparate. Exa- 
anination of every Article it Would, not bear; 
nay an Audreſs Confined to the Gonpention;it- 
elf, an Addreſs chat pecifically and. directly 


Runde n 


1 rc Nene their Diſtreſs and 
Danger, 
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voted for it would have been left without 


Colout to excuſe themſeves, and to amuſe 


re were the thin Leaf of Geld: uſed to gill 
this nauſeous Pill. Hopes and Aſſurances wert 
added that our Plenipotentiaries would obtain 
what in the Addreſs of 1747-8, had been 
pointed out to our Miniſters to inſiſt upon; and 
what they were ſo far from having inſifted 
upon, that it did not appear, they had once 
demanded it. A Compliment to the Crown 


rather than the Merits of the Convention, be- 


came in this Manner the Subject of Debate, 


and though there could be no- Room for ſuch 


a Complitnent on this Oecaſion, unleſs the 


Convention was a good Convention, yet even 
they who thought it bad one, 


caught at this 

Erbe dient of complimenting the Minifter -uti- 

der "the Vail of a Compliment to the Crown. 

The Houſe of Lords exptefſed' their 

dance, that in the future Treaty the utmalt 

Regard would be had to the Rights of his Ma- 
eſty's Crown and Subjects. The Commons 


declared their Nrliance, that the greateſt Re- 


ard woyld be had to dur Rights and Poſſaſ- 
ons. On whom did the one depend; on 
whom did the other re?" on the King. But 


Nel had 1 oe ſame Dependanoe and 
eliance on his "'They-hs expreſſed 
it the Year before, gs they adreſs to- = 


jon put on the true Foot, and 


the 
brought to a ſhort Iſſue wy afſerting our- _ 


( 48.) 
to u free Navigation, My rejecting the i impu- 
dent Pretenſion of the Spaniards to ſtop an 


ſearch our Ships. What had happened ſince 


that Time to give Occaſion of renewing this 
Com pliment to the Crown ? Had we aſſerted 
this Rig ht? Had the Spaniards departed from 
this . ? There was no Ground to af- 
firm the firſt ; and as to the laſt, it was noto- 
rious, that the Spaniards maintained the ſame 
Pretenfion both in Word and Action, and that 
we had notonly oncemore fortified it;as we had 
done for fourteen Years together, but much 
more ſtrongly than ever, by admitting it as a 
Matter of Treaty, after the Senſe of the Na- 
tion, of the Parliament,and even of the Crown; 


had beey declared againſt i it; for fo they had | 


been: And the Addreſſes of the two Houſes, 
and the King's Anſwers in the precedent Seſ- 
fion, meant this, or they meant Nothing. Who 
had preſumed to act againſt this declared Senſe? 
Who had preſumed to bring a Treaty before 
the ſame Parliament that contradicted this 


Senſe, and was built on Principles repugnant | 


to it, or elſe was deſigned only to gain Time, 


and to continue with great Diſhonour and 


Loſs to the Nation the ſame frivolous Nego- 
tiations, rather than interrupt the Eaſe, ruffle 


the Mind, or endanger the Power of the Mi- 


niſter ? It was the Miniſter himſelf, it was he 
who claimed to himſelf the Honour of this 
Convention, and who had the Front to make the 
Panegyrickofit, but a few Days before he knew 
1 was to appear. Was the Dependance? 3 

S 


— - 


. 


like the Tool of Spain, after the Paſſages of 
the laſt Year, would at like a Miniſter of 


ib gb a tor nt ak ͤ⁰ꝶ⸗väUöͤ or he 


the Reliance of MS. 2. placed on him? 


Could it be expected that he Es had acted 


Great Britain this Year ? Could it be expected 
that the Addreſſes of this Year ſhould be more 


regarded by him, than thoſe of the laſt Year 
had been ? And if they were not more regards 


ed by*him, what Dependance, what Reliance 
did Experience teach us that weought to have ? 
What Service could the Nation expect, on this 
Occaſion at leaſt, from a Man who had avows 
ed on the ſame Occaſion one of the moſt diſs : 
advantageous Treaties that ever was made, and 
who had by his Conceſſions to Spain, put it 
out of his Power even to ſpeak the Langu Seeße 


that a Brit; Miniſter he to hold ? 


ſcandalous Conceſſions that have been made to 
Spain in the great Point, that of her Preten- 
ſion to interrupt. the abſolute and independent 
Freedom of our Navigation, may appear ſuffi- 
ciently by the Deduction already made. But 
there are other Particulars into which it is 
proper to deſcend, becauſe the ks, 8 
connected with this, and nece 
how Great Britain is inſulted Abroad, "i 
amuſed at Home in every Inſtance, the {mall- 
eſt as well as the greateſt, 

The Spaniards had taken the Alarm mw 
a Britiſb Colony being ſettled in Georgia, a 
Tract of Land lying between the Rivers Sa- 
vanah and Allatamaha, to the South, of Ca- 
roling, A Fort had —_— been built 2 
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Is on this laſt River, on a 2 preſentation from 
the Board of Trade ſhewing the Importance 


of ſecyting our Poſſeſſien of it, The Spani/ 


Miniſter then in England had indeed com- 


* plained; but our Miniſters in thoſe Days in- 


Eſte, and the Spaniards ſubmitted. The 


Commander of the Fort however ſome Years 
after, without any Orders for ſo doing, deſerted 


it; but his Conduct was diſapproved, and Poſ- 


ſeſſion wes again commanded to be taken. 
On the Occafion of Mr. Oglethorpe's Re- 
turn to Georgia in 173 6, to eſtabliſh the Settle- 


ment there, the Spaniards once more com- 


plained * of the Fort upon the Allatamaba, and 
of ſome Hoſtilities ſaid to be eommitted by the 
People of Georgia againſt Indians under the 


Pen of the Spaniards, They went far- 


ther, they took this O Apportovity of making a 
Demand not only of all Georgia, but of Caro- 


ina likewiſe, except Charles-Town, our Poſſeſ- 


I” 
- 


give up a Point on which former Miniſters 
had ſet the preſent Miniſter an Example of 


. prevailing by perſiſting. The Spaniſh Court 


ſion of which they were graciouſly pleaſed toi 


'tolerate; Our Miniſters were ſo far from in- 
fiſting, ashad formerly been done, on our Right 
even to the Fort complained of, that when 
whole Provinces were thus demanded, they F 
humbly offered to refer the Matter to Com- 


miſſaries, although this was to admit, that an 


indiſputable Right wasliable to diſpute, and to 


++ 21 September 
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affected to delay ** ge At laſt: “ they 
ſb informed our Miniſters that the King of Spain 
had no Objection to the King of England's 

ſending Commiſſaries to Madrid to adjuſt this 
che Diſpute, provided that the Conferences ſhould 
are not continue longer than fix Months after the 
_y Nomination of the Commiſlaries ; ; and that 
of. during that Time neither Party ſhquld occupy 
15 the Territories and new Forts built ſince the 
ge- Beginning of the laſt Century, which Forts 
tle. | were to be demoliſhed before the Conferences 
3 began. To this laſt qur Miniſters juſfly re- 
and]! plied, that it was demanding from the. King, 
is before the Commiſſaries met, all that could be 
the demanded of him after they had decided againſt 
"a him, A convincing Proof, by the Way, that 
they themſelves underſtood our Right. to 
whole Provinces, not the Queſtion concerning 
eſe their Limits only, to be referred to the Com 
3 to miffarieg. However, being always willing to ne- 

| gotiate, and never knowing how, nor feeling 
ich when they ought to decide, though they could 
hen! not e with this haughty Demand of 


y + Spain, they offercd to ſuſpend. the ſettling or 
can fortifying the Colonies in Diſpute, and on this 
t nfl Condition the King of Spain agreed that we 
\d toll micht ſend Commiſſaries to his ſublime Port, 


with Power to determine within ſix Months. 
It was pretended, that by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, to which the Defects even of this 
Convention were to be aſcribed, we had * 


March 27 
April 7 1738, | 


lated that our Limit n pantiards 
ſhould be ſettled; but the 8th Article of that 
* reaty related manifeſtly, and even in the Opi- 
nion of our Miniſters, to the Encroachments of 
the French. To this Article the Treaty of 
3721 referred. But in the Treaty of Sevi 
the adjuſting Limits was inſerted, among other 
Diſputes, in the Article appointing Britiſp and 

niſh Commiſſaries. So that among other 
Advantages which the Treaty of Utrecht pro- 


cured, and laid the Foundations of procuring, | 


and which the preſent Miniſters, who have 

been fo loud in railing at that Treaty, have 

ſcandalpufly' given up, and neglected to im- 

Fire , this may be reckoned. The Treaty of 
trec 


＋ rt very wiſely a Diſpute concern- 


ing the Encroachments-of the French on the 
genie Colonies, The Treaty of Sevile open- 
ed very fooliſhly a Diſpute between the Spa- 
njardi and us concerning the Limits of ou 
un Colonies, That the Diſpute concerning 
the Limits of our Colonies was thus firſt open- 
ed appears farther from hence, that our Mi- 
niſters did not exactly know what Limits 
would be diſputed; for þ in the Inſtructions given 
to the Commilſſaries ſent to Seuile, they uſe 
this remarkable Expreſſion, * As to any Dif- 
5 putes that may be ſubſiſting, or that may ariſe 
* concerning the Limits of the reſpective Do- 
t minions in America, which fo far as has yet 
been repreſented to us may relate to thoſe of 
F South zrolina, &c, the Commiſſioners of 
1 Frade will furniſh you \ with Ae es 
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that the Article of 2 Treaty of S vile wn 
not inſerted to adjuſt o Diſputes only, but fo 
open all our Colonie to the Claims of. Spain, and 
all our Rights to the Diſcuſſion of Commiſſa- 
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I cannot help obſerving likewiſe in this Place, 
that one of the Arguments in Favour of the 
Convention, was the Shortneſs of the Term, 
the Term of eight Months in which our Ple- 
nipotentiaries were to finiſh their Negotiation, 


This was ſounded very high as a conſiderable 


Point gained by our Miniſters, and it ought to 
be ſounded as high for a groſs and moſt noto- 
rious Miſrepreſentation, fince it appears from 
what has been ſaid, that when the adjuſting 
the Limits was referred to the Plenipotentia- 
ries, it became a Demand of Spain that they 
ſhould conclude even within fix Months. 
The other Diſputes referred to them were 
ſuch as could not admit af two Days inſtead 


of two Months Litigation; or ſuch as, if 


they rendered a Prolongation of two Months 
neceſſary, ſhould not have been referred to the 
ſame Plenipotentiaries for the very Reaſon that 
they required a tedious Diſcuſſion, Such were 
the diſputed Privileges of the Conſuls, Vice- 
Conſuls, and Merchants in Oli Spain. Thus 
were our Poſſeſſions as well as Righits brought 
into Diſpute, and yet the Miniſters were ſan- 
guine enough to hope, that by inſerting the 


Word Poſſeſſbns in the Addreſs, ſome Perſons 


rticularly intereſted in thoſe Poſſeſſions might 
be induced under this a eee 


- 
a 
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ment to the. Crown, ow excuſe the Conduct 


which brought them into Diſpute by the Trea- 


ty of Sevile, and left them there by this Con- 
vention. The Expectations of the Miniſters 
were not diſappointed. Let us not be ſurpri- 
zed at it. What Room is there to be ſurprized 
that ſome Men ſhould ſerve the Turn of a 


Miniſter, when they can ſhelter themſelves 
under the leaſt teiflng Pretence, whilſt ſo many 


others are ready to ſerve him at every Turn, 
without the leaſt Pretence, and at the greateſt 
Expe nce of their Country ? 

If F the Convention deferyed Cenſure, and the 
Miniſter who owned it Puniſhment, for what 
it did not determine, for leaving our Rights 
and Poſſeſſions in Diſpute, and 1n Truth for 
making them diſputable, it was at leaſt as li- 
able to Objection in the ſale Point determined 
by it. The Diſhonour and Damage accruing 
to the Nation, by conſenting to treat on the 
Freedom of our Navigation to and from the 
Maſt-Indies, inſtead of aſſerting it as explicitely 
and as ſtrongly as we could aſſert that of our 
Navigation to and from the Mediterranean, or 


in our own Channel, are indeed of much 


greater Moment, than the Particular I am go- 
ing to mention, but this is of Moment too, in 
-Point of Diſhonour and Damage both. A 
bare Expoſition of Fact will juſtify what I 
have ſaid. | 

The. Afiento Contract and the Convention 
of 1716 being enumerated among the other 
1 in the firſt Article of this Convention, 


the 


1 1 mas ,, ra a tos i.e £2 va. 


Diſputes, and that 


plying, a Cedula for 'another annual Ship Was 
8 | re 


£ i-::9 1 
the Diſputes ubfitting between the Sourh Sea 
Company and the Court of Madrid might ſeem 
to be referred to the Plenipotentiaries, and the 
rather, becauſe the Extracts of Papers which 
the Miniſter ſuffered to be laid before Parlia- 


ment were filent on that Head. But the Pa- 


pers produced by the Company ſhewed, that 
the King of Spain had actually refuſed to ad- 
mit any farther . A concerning theſe 

ey were not referred, but 
determined in Favour of Spain, in order to 
obtain this Convention, It was indeed aſſert- 
ed, That the Spaniſh Declaration concerning 
the Company had no more Relation to the 
Convention than it had to the grand Alliance. 
But that Aſſertion was too daring for any Bo- 
dy but the Grand Aſſertor to make. His very 
Friends diſowned it, and the Shame of it was 
left upon himſelf, and the Declaration was ad- 
mitted by all, to be the Condition of our obtain- 


ing the Convention; 


The Court of Spain had for ſome Time in- 
ſiſted that the Dollars payable by the Company 
for the Duty on Negroes imported into the 
Spaniſh Welt- Indies, ſhould he paid at a higher 
Price of Exchange, than the South Sea Com- 
pany thought could be juſtly demanded. That 
Court had likewiſe inſiſted, that the King of 
Spain's Share of the Profit of the laſt annual 
Ship, which the Company had ſent to Ame- 
rica, with European Goods, ſhould be immedi- 
ately paid, and upon the Company's not com- 


fuſed 


| 
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manded, and to 


Si... A} 
refuſed them. On the 
Sea Company demanded of the King of Spain, 
that their Effects amounting to a great Value, 
ſeized on ſeveral Nuptures between the two 
Crowns, and detained by his Officers in Ame- 


rica, ſhould be reſtored. Other Diſputes had 


likewiſe ariſen, but they were of leſs Impor- 
tance, and rather Difficulties thrown into the 
former Diſputes, than Matters that of them- 
ſelves required a Convention to ſettle them. 


The South Sea Company therefore agreed 


in 1737 + with the Spaniſb Miniſter at Lon- 


an, upon a Plan for adjuſting their principal 


Differences with the Court of Spain. This 


Plan was approved by his Majeſty here, and 


ſent into Spain to be ratified. By this Plan, 
the South Sea Company, upon a previous Con- 


dition that the King of Spain ſhould ſettle the 


Account of their repreſaliated Effects, and or- 
der the Payment of the Balance in a Time to 
be limited, to the Satisfaction of the Company, 
conſented, on their Side, to ſettle the Account 
of the Negro Duties at the high Price de- 
y to the King of Spain his 
quarter Part of the Profit of their laſt annual 
Ship, it being underſtood that the Company 
ſhould for the future have full Cedulas for 


their annual Ships. Some Time afterwards } 


dn explanatory Plan was likewiſe ſent into 


Spain, containing the particular Methods by 


which Satisfaction ſhould be given to the Com- 


- 
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other Hand, the South 
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pany 


en the Reſolution to reſerve his Righ 
* ſpend the Courſe of the Aſſiento C 


Convention, and without w 


3 F 
pany for their repreſaliated Effects, and the 
oſs they had ſuſtained by the. Interruption of 
their annual Ships. Upon theſe Foundations a 
dero was for ſome Time carried on, 
and in Conſequence of it Cedulas for Reſtitu- 
tion of the Company's Effects were ſent from 
2 5 — The Company finding in FN as ſome 
Clauſes repugnant to the Plan, in Conſequence 
to their Agent at Madrid, pointing out the 
Alterations n And the Anſwer 
they received from him was, That the 
« King of Spain finding that all their Agent 
was authorized to do, was to receive new 


* Advantages, inſtead of complying with his 
* juſt . his Catholick Maje 4 bed] 4 
t to iul- 


; ontract, 
in Caſe the roc ſhould not pay within 
* a ſhort Term, the 68,000 J. which they con- 
feſſed to be due, on account of the Dollax 
and Profits of the Royal Caroline; whi 
Right, ſays Mr. Keene, he has actually reſerv- 
ed, by ſending me a Declaration to that EF- 
fect, antecedently to the Signing the National 
1 — he would not 
have proceeded to the concluding and executing 
an Inſtrument ſo neceſſary for poclerving the 
publick ./Tranquillity, and re-eſtabliſhing an 


F 
— 


uſeful and laſting Friendſhip between the Ns 
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Crowns: In the Sequel of 


12 1 Keene 
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Was neceſſary than to declare in the Body of 


TNeene tnentions Reaſons 65 which the King of 
Spain had taken this Reſolution, and which 
Wete not hard to find; as well as an Expedient 
he himſelf had N on, that had no Ef- 
fe. How indeed ſhould it? The King of 

pain had another Reaſon, and another View, 
Which K?exe ſaw, no doubt, and ſeems to have 
favoured. ' Tho' the King of Spain had deter- 
mined to rejed the Alterations, propoſed by the 
Company, to the Conceſſions he had offered, 
| there was no need of ſuch a ſudden Declara- 
tion of a Reſolution to reſerve his Right to 
ſuſpend the Courſe of the Aſſiento, in cafe the 
Company did not pay within aſhort Term the 
68, 00 J. due on account of the Dollars and 
the Profits of the Royal Caroline. But a pre- 
cipitate Declaration of this Kind was proper 
and exceedingly well timed, if the King of 


- 


1 intended to make his Advantage of the 


Neceſſity our Miniſter was under of having ſome 


get over another Seſſion, the ultimate End of 
All his political Projects. The King of Spar 


- might expect very reaſonably that he ſhould 


compel the South Sea Company, by this Me- 
thod of proceeding, to pay the Money he de- 
manded from them, without being obliged to 
pay that which this 8 demanded from 

im, or to give any other Security for the 
Payment of it, than the Profeſſions with which 
Menue endeavoured to amuſe them. To bring 
this about he might think that nothing more 


I 


the 


\ 
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the Convention, or in the Ratification of it, 


that he appropriated this Sum of 68,000-/. ro 


be Part of the 95, oo0 J. which he agreed to pay 
in Satisfaction for the Depredations committed 
on our Weſt India Traders; and that if the 


Company refuſed to advance it, he would ex- 


erciſe the Right he had reſerved of ſuſpend- 
ing the Aſſiento. That he took this Method 


make no doubt, ſo many Cironmſtances con- 


curring to eſtabliſh the Gpinion. Intelligence 
from Abroad, and Reports at Home, had led 


Men ta believe that a Convention had been 


ſigned at London in the Month of September. 
and thus much I bolieve was owned at firſt; 
but then it was ſaid that the Subſtance of ſuch 
a Declaration as I have mentioned was con- 


tained in the Sani ſh Ratification of this Con- 
vention; and after this there appeared the 


ſtrongeſt Affectation imaginable of denyin 


that any ſuch Convention had been ſigned. 
And when the Parliament met. a Oonvention 
ſigned in Spain in the Month of January was 
N 2 with a Ratification in the common 
Form. By this Expedient a Declaration which 
Spain had made, and they accepted, which 
was to have the Effect of a Defeazancy, and 


which was as valid to all the Purpoſes of Spain 


as any other, appeared neither in the Conven- 


tion nor the Ratification. - A moſt 7 


Expedient truly, and worthy of our Miniſter, 


tho ſome Part of the Honour may be due, 
; 2 to that able Stateſman his Brother. 
But ch 


en the Communication of this Dedlara- 


- 
* 


12 tion 


i 


been 
hindels; 
\ Himlſelf; for to oblige the South · Sea Company 


that the South Sea Company might {till — 


owe 


| 4. 1 
tion by the Spaniſh Miniſter td the South Sea 
Company, ſoon diſcovered the dirty Secret. 
A dirty Secret it was, and dirtily carried on, 
nothing could be more partial, more unjuſt, 


or more tyrannical than the King of Spain s 


Declaration. In order to make a trifling Re- 


aA 


2 to ſome of our Merchants who had 


42-70 on by his Subjects, he declares his 
Will to plunder ſome others of them 


to pay. his Demands without any Security for 
bes. Vorient vl. abies, is to plunder — to 
rob. He preſcribes a ſhort Term for the Pay- 

ent to be made by the Company, and gives 

imſelf a Delay of four Months, inſtead of 
two, which were ſaid to have been given him 
77 the firſt Convention; in ſhort, if his ar- 
bltrary Demand be not complied with, he 
threatens an open Infraction of the Treaty of 
Otrecht. To ſoften this the Miniſter had aſ- 
ſerted with his uſual Veracity and Modeſty, 
o- 
ceed to negotiate at Madrid, and that their 
„ pigs at that Court had been 3 
only for want of their full Powers to their 
Agenr,. But this Aſſertion turned to his im- 
mediate Confufion, for it was immediately 
proved to his Face, and even by Keene's Let- 


der, that the King of Spain ablolutely refuſed 


to treat any longer with the Company, and 
inſiſted that hey ſhould adyance "the Jun of 


. Money, which, by the Way, they had never 
lobe dis, bu had tle us the Fe 


to be due, 
ene ee ry 
+ * 2 
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ea of obtaining Jaſtice from this Prince. By ac- 
t. cepting this Declaration the South Sea Com- 


any Was given up, and left at Mercy, the 
Convention was ratified, and the Miniſter, 
with whoſe Privity and Content the Spaniſh 
Declaration had been made was avowed. In 
order 'to palliate the Sacrifice that was made 
on this Occaſion of common Senſe, 6, i lf 


was to be ſaid, and weak as that was, it ſha 
be mentiond, that no Partiality, no want of 
Candour may be objected to this State of the 
Riſe and Progrels of our Diſputes with Spain, 
and of the Conduct of our Miniſters. It was 
laid then, that the Declaration reſerved only 
the King of Spain's Right of ſuſpending the 
Aſſento Contract, in Caſe he had any ſuch 
Right, and that our accepting of it gaye him 
no new Right. But if our Miniſters denied 
that Right, nothing could be more ridiculous . 
than accepting the Declaration, Either this 
Acceptance was the meaneſt Trick to amuſe 
the Court of Spain, or was the loweſt Quib- 
ble to impoſe upon the Britiſb Nation. Was 
the Right of ſuſpending the Aſſiento openly 
denied? if it was not, the Nation, in whole 
Place the Company ſtood, was notoriouſſy be- 
trayed. If it was detiied the Piſpure then muſt 
have been given up on the one ſide or the 
other, Had the & ge yielded, the Decla- 
ration would not have 'been made. Had our 
Miniſters yielded, the Declaration would have | 
been made, and it would have been concealed; 
it was made, it was concealed; -the only = 


. 
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| ſon therefore we have to doubt whether our 
Miniſters. yielded up our Right or not, is that 
it does not a N they ever aſſerted it. 


It was inſiſted ues farther, That the Sti- 
pulation of 95,000 J. to be paid by Spain, be- 
ing in the Body of the Convention, the Court 
of Spain ſtood engaged to pay that Sum, what- 
ever the South Sea Company determined upon 
the Declaration. The Engagement of the 
Court of ain was, by the — abſo- 
lute, no doubt. That could not be denied. 
But it is as true, that if we ſuppoſe notwith- 
ſtanding the juſt Grounds of ſuſpecting the 
contrary, that our Miniſters did not agree that 
the 68,000 l. ſhould make Part of the Spani/p 
Payment; yet it is evident, that as far as in 
them lay they favoured the Court of Spain in 
her unjuſt Demand on the d outh Sea 2 
and ſuffered her to threaten, that ſhe would 
punish the Company by violating her Treaties 
with the Crown of Great Britain. 2754 
The Nation then, although the South Se, 
Company did not comply, was to be paid the 
large Sum of 95,000 J. This Sum was turned 
every way to do Honour to the Convention. 
It was all we- had obtained, and therefore it 
was every-thing we wanted. It was paying 
Coſts of Suit; it was a Confeſſion that the 
ſeizing of our Ships was an Injury; it was full 
and ample Reparation for all the Loſſes of our 
Merchants; and it was an Earneſt, that in the 
future Negociation the Spaniards would refuſe 
us nothing. But at the very Time when, the 
DOT nn | pantiards 
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SHpaniurdi granted this, oy muſt have refuſed 
us ſomething, or our undoubted Right to a 
free Navigation muſt not have been aſ⸗ 
ſerted by our Miniſters. -If it was aſſerted, 
and not Framed, ſomething had been denied 
us, ſomething that would be denied us again; 
ſince, befides other Reaſons that encouraged 
the Spantards to deny it, they knew by Experi- 
ence that the Depfedations of one Summer 
would more. than reimburſe them for rhe 
whole Sum they advanced. But beſides, it had 
more than, once appeared; that this ſuppoſed 
neceſſary Connection between the Promiſe of 
Money and the Acknowledgment of Rights 
had no Foundation. The Haniards had for- 
merly offered to compound for their paſt De- 

predations by a groſs Sum: That offer indeed 
came to nothing, ; this was occaſioned only 
by a Sum, in their Opinion too large, being 
demanded. Every Cedula granted by Sparn for 
Reſtitution of any articatas Capture, it matters 
not whether obeyed or not, was ſtill a ſtronger 
Confeſſion than any thing in the Convention 
could be. But neither the Spanzards nor our 
Miniſters had ever conſidered theſe particular 
Cedul s as Confeſſions of the Injuſtice of the 
N Pretenſion in general. An implied 

onfeſſion of that kind, if it was one, was 
therefore not a new thing obtained by the 
Convention. Bur there is evidently no Pre- 
tence to ſay that ſuch a Confeſſion was even 
implied. The Spaniards maintained their 
Right to make Caprures, but conſented to PAY 
EIA » | A 
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for ſuch as were made ach that is, Cap- 
ture to which their Pretenſion did not extend, 
Nay if an implied Confeſſion had been offered 
by Spain, it ſhould have been rejected with 
Scorn, as a mean Subterfuge to ayoid an open 


Acknowledgment of the Rights of the Natiog. 
_ "That full ang ample Reparatiog was obtain. 
ed for our Merchants, was not long inſiſted 

on; it could in no Light be tupported, 


he Loſſes by the very Account given in to 


zuſtify the Convention amounted to 343,277 l. 


Sterling, and 20 other. Accqunts to above 
ſati 


400, 0 l. To ſatisfy this Demand all that 
was obtained from Spain ** 95,090 l. The 
remaning Sum of 248.277 1. muſt therefore 
be eirher paid by our/el{ves. dor deducted from 
the Account. All the Demands that the Ss 
niards on the other Side could form againſf 
Britain by an exorhitant Computation 10 

elm 


not 
exceed 180,00 Il. And even allowing them 


that Sum, the Balance payable. to Britain by 


Spain would haye amounted, according to the 
Account, to 163,277 J. inſtead of 95,000 |. 


But as their Demands could not juſtly excęed 


60,000 l. the Balance due to us would have 
been 283, 277 l. e ene 26:5 ab) 
Our Deminds therefore were under ſome 
Pretence or other to be reduced. And for this 
piirpoſe it was faid, that 20,0001, would fa 
tisfy every- Claimant. Bur when the Reaſons 
for this vaſt Deduction of 143.277 1. were de- 
manded, it was anſwered, that many Claim 


ants were not to have Satisfaction: that al 


1 
2 


* 
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Demands 
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Demands fbr A A in Time of Wat 
were ſtruck off, all Claims over-rated were 


redueed, and eme Claims not made out were 
rejected. But no Account was retended to 


be given, by what Rule the n had been 


made, no Lift of the Sufſcters by it had been 


taken, nor had any Notice been given to any 
one Sufferer that his Proofs were 5 3 
ſo far from it, that when, upon the Report of 
a Convention being fiened, æ Sufferer demands * 


ed whether he was included among thoſe who 
were to receive Satisfaction, he was told, That 


it was not known whether he was, or was not. 
It was confeſſed at laft, that the Money to be 
paid, was to be divided: among ſuch Sufferers 
as ſhould- find Favour in the Eyes of Com- 
miſſioners to be appointed by our Miniſter. 

However the Neduction of our — 
to 200,000 J. was not yet found fufficient. 
As the Father of the Convention faid the firſt 
Day, the Account was to be adjuſted by ac- 


cepting ſomething 4% than was He to us, and 


giving the Spaniards ſomewhat more than was. 
due to hem. | 


The Sum of 60, 060 l. was therefore lee 


ted to be owing by Britain for Loſſes ſuſtained 
by the Spaniards; and this Sum was to be 


wen to our Merchants to compleat the whole 
m that was to be paid them for their Loſſes. 


By this 5 the Spaniſh Ships taken in 


1718, although in Time of War, were to be 
paid for. It had been agreed by the Treaty 
of _ to range. theſe Ships to Hain in the 
they then were, or the Value of 

K ſuch 


FF «an; 
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5 ſach as wx fold ; * by the ſame Treaty 
the Ships and Effects — from the Britiſh 
Subjects, in Time of War, were agreed to be 
_ reſtored. 

After the Rupture. of 1726-7, by the. (GN 
ty of Sevile 1729, the Examination of what 
concerned the Britiſh Ships taken before the 
Peace, as well as the Spaniſh Claim for the. 
Ships taken in 1718, was referred to Commiſ- 
ſaries. But they never making any Report, 
our Miniſters were left at Liberty to ſtrike off 

the Britiſb Claim for Ships taken in War, and 

to admit that of the Spaniards. And even 
their Demand, thus admitted, remained over- 
rated, by allowing to the Spaniards the Value. 
of the Ship 1/Jabella, although they had taken 
the Ship herſelf from Britiſh Merchants, who 
had bought her from our Captors, and. fitted 
her out at a great Expence. She was indeed 
one of the Ships of War taken from the Sa- 
niardt in 1718, but was afterwards left in 
their Hands at Cadiz, as ſoon, as they claimed 
and ſeized her; and ſince they had got the 
Ship, it was ridiculous to allow them the Price 
of her likewiſe, The Britiſb Purchaſers muſt 
have been ſhamefully wronged if not re- im- 
burſed the Money the Ship had coſt them, 
and it was an extraordinary. Conceſſion to 
ain, to re- imburſe them without Aan. 

Sum from the Spaniſh Accompft. 

The 343,277 l. being, by theſe Allowances, 
5 on one Side, and Deductions on the other, 
teduced to 140,000 J. to be paid by . Spain, 
this Sum was 1 too large to R e 
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D All we were to expect was 9 5, oo * another 
e Deduction therefore was to be made. And 
accordingly 45, ooo J. was ſtruck off; which 
85 was faid to be done under Pretence of 
it prompt Payment. After the Spaniards had 
© for many Years” injuriouſly detained the Ef- 
©. fects of the Britiſb Subjects, the Britiſb Mi- 
7 niſters ſtipulate that fo large a Sum ſhall be 
t, given, as an Inducement, to thoſe who had 
ff robbed us, to make ſome Reſtitution. The 
d Uncertainty of the Payments in the Weſt- 
N Indies, and even in Old Spain, was urged to 
1 excuſe this Defalcation. But no Reaſon was 
ae. given why our Miniſters had not obtained a 
n MW Promiſe of 140,000 J. as much to be relied 
ole on, as the Promiſe of 95,000 J. for which 
ed they claimed ſo much Honour. The coor 
ed tainty of the Payments was not ſurely an 
ws, Argument uſed by the "Spaniards. It muſt 
in have been, by the Nature of it, ſuggeſted by our 


ed WW - Miniſters, An Offer of ſo large an Abatement 
for a Difference ſo immaterial in the Opinion 
of the Spaniards, who ſuppoſed that both Pay- 
ments were equally certain, muſt have been 
made by our own: Miniſters; and by ſuch an 
Offer, they ſhewed as much Unconcern for the 
paſt Loſſes of our Merchants, as they had 
ſhewed for the future Security of our Trade. 
This laſt and capital Error in the Conven- 
tion, no Cunning could ſłreen. That there 
was no Stipulation of future Security to our 
Trade was admitted. The Objection that our 
e had not complied with the Addreſs 

af 


166) 
| of Parlumont Fetually to convince the Court 


ſe Depredations, remained unanſwered, 
3 Haw could it be denied, ſince 


the 
ed? It appeared that the Convention, once 
Ne e that gloriqus and final 


Determination of all our Diſputes, was now = 


become na more than a Preliminary. In 1727 
we had Preliminary Articles, in 1728 a Fre- 
 liminary AR, in 1729, as to Britain, a Pre- 

Treaty; in 1732 a Declaration and 
Fer Commiſſaries, who- were to have 
made a Preliminary Report, and now in 1738-9 
we had I a Preliminary Convention, 
The End of all our Preliminaries to 17 30 had 
been by a Silence upon our moſt undoubted 


Rights, to get out of the Hands of the Spa- 


piards the Hach Sea Ship the Prince Frede. 
ick; the End of all our . ſince has 
n to purchaſe by the like Silence an incon+ 

- fiderable Sum of 15 for our Loſſes; ſo 
that it appears as if our Miniſters had in their 


whole Conduct. conſidered the moſt valuable 
Rights of the Nation, only with a View to 


the Price far which they could be ſold. 
If the Convention ad been a. 
nerely. as an Effect of the Proceedin 
| ormer Seflion of Parliament, and if 8 ſingle 
t of Deliberation had been, whether in 
| Purſuance of the Addreſſes Reparation Habe 
ghtained, and fych — Ber —— agreed to, far 


in Wn Pang. e e to Juſtige, 
aeg 


Spain that his Majeſty would no longer ſuf- 


tions were not even to bo ſulpend- 


9 
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And che. Hoon, of the Nation: as 
which ſome Perſons inſiſted that all Debates 
concerning it ought to be; confined 3, Even in 


that partial Light we have ſeen that it would 
have appeared extremely defective. But ſurely 


the proper Heads af Conſideration, and thoſe 
which occurred to every Man who was, in 
earneſt; ſolicitous for the —— ng and Honour 


of Great Britgin, were of a larger Extent and 


higher Nature, They were theſe, in ſhort, 
Whether it was not criminal, ruinous and diſj- 
honourable to agree to any Preliminaties, until 
an undiſputable, plain and eſſential Right was 
aſſerted; until Juſtice for Cruelties as well as 
Reparation for Damages was obtained, and 
until a Pretenſion unſupported and unſup- 
table, the Child of the Weakneſs of our 
Foun. the Shame of our Country, and the 
Ruin of our Trade, bad been diſavowed, 
given up, and more expreſly retracted, than 
ever it had been aſſerted. Whether it was not 
criminal to fign a Treaty; without obtaining 
a Condition, which the King and the Parlia- 
ment had pointed out to be. tbe great Object 
of the — a Condition to 5 inſiſted 
upon, not to be referred to Diſcuſſion ; a Con- 
dition that could not be delayed without being 
refuſed, and an the Refuſal "of which the Na- 
tion had engaged to ſupport the King in what- 
ever ſhould be neceſſary to vindicate his Ho- | 
nour and aſſert their Rights: Whether it way. 
not ruinous, to refer a Right to be 3 


Bat 5 invalidated by being brot | 
bp, 


Diſpute, and to bel de while a he Phenips- 
tentiaries debated, the Spaniards ſhould conti- 
ue Depredations, long before this time be- 
come intolerable: Whether it was not diſho- 
nourable, to accept of any implied, ſuppoſed, 
forced, or eluſive Acknowledgment of a Right 

which our very Miniſters ought to have bluſh'd 
to ſee diſputed, againſt a Pretenſion long ex- 
ereiſed, openly avowed, formally demanded, 
and reſolutely infiſted upon, ſuppoſing ſuch an 

Acknowledgment to have been fairly « deducible 
from che Term of the Convention, as it was not. 

It was inſiſted in Op poſition to ſuch Que- 
ries as theſe, that our 15 ht to a free Navi- 
gation is not referred to the Plenipotentiaries. 
Vain and contemptible Subterfuge! Is ore Right 
aſſerted? Do we enjoy it? or do the Spaniards 
even ſuſpend their Depredations? Tt was faid, 
that to have ſtipulated a Suſpenſion of Depre- 
dations, ot have implied a Right in the 

Spaniard; to commit them: Abſurd and ſcan- 
dalous Quibble. Is it declared that they are 
unlawful? Or can our Merchants conti- 
nue their Trade with Security? Was the ſuſ- 
pending our Settlements and Fortifications in 
Georgia and Carolina confidered by Spain, who 
demanded ſuch a Suſpenſion, as implying our 
Right to continue them ? Or was not the very 
Reverſe of this true? And has not the Practice 
of all Ages and all Nations been conformable 
to'what I aſſert? Some great Logicians at= 


tempted, by drawing the Words viſiting of 


bie, &c. from one Sentence, W 
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1 
them with Cure ſhould Fa taken to put an entirr 
ſtop to them, which related to the Word Di. 
ferences in another, to . form a Sophiſm fit for 

our Plenipotentiaries to uſe; But to chicane 
about Words and Expreſſions in the Preamble or 
in the Body of the Treaty was to treat Mankind 
at Home, as the Spaniards treat the unhap- 
py Britiſh Subjects who fall into their Hands 
in America. Theſe are mockt with the Form 
of a Trial, of Pleading, of Evidence, and of 
Judgment. Is the Nation to be mockt with 
6 implied Stipulations, with Conſtructions, Pre- 
; ſumptions, and quibbling Diſtinctions? There 
. is no doubt, that with much grammatical 
, Pains, and treating the Convention like a Will 
. in the Court of Chancery, a Man may be- 
wilder himſelf in ſuch a Labyrinth of Words, 
that with equal Foundation he may impoſe 
any Senſe on any Article in it. But is this 
aſſerting our Rights? is this ſecuring the Free- 
dom of our Navigation? is this complying 
with the Senſe of Parliament, or obeying the 
Order of the King? For in Duty to him we. 
muſt ſuppoſe that his Orders were agreeable 
to his Anſwer given to the Houſes, tho the 
Execution of them was not. ; In ſhort, did 
this anſwer the juſt Expectations of the Na- 
tion? it will not, it cannot be ſaid. The In- 
tereſt of the Nation could not have been ſo 
ſacrificed, if it had been at all conſidered: 
Our Miniſters could not have forgot the Diſ- 
putes that aroſe upon the Preliminaries in 
1727, by ſuch another mean Acceptance of 
33 | "nd 


ton). 
an implied A 00 Mi that 
touts have been openly aſſerted; . e 


thing was to be ſaid. The Trade of the Na- 
tion could not be avowedly 


y given * rand 
| People muſt be diverted from con 
whether it was ſo or not; and — 
this Convention was made at the Kxpence:of 
aur national er Honour. 
This the Sum, Subſtance and th 
of the — of thoſe, who, 3 
thamſclves that they could not Juſtify the 
Convention 9 —— cover it, and 
to moſs. on ing between 
the Addreſs and the — and by 
— for the one, when they could defend 
the other; it ſeems unneceſſary to enter 
much farther into their Arguments. And 
yet ſome of them deſerve Notice rather for 
the Neflections they fuggeſt; than for their 
own Weight. Two of them I muſt men- 
tion, and they were ſuch as could have no 
ather Effect than that of provok ing ſtill more 
Indignation againſt the Miniſter. A 8 
Deſign of A brei the Minifter, by o 
ting to his Negociations with Spain, ani ws 
the Fruits of them in this Convention was 
urged with t Vehemence. It is hard to 
ſay — is the greateſt, the Abſurdity of the 
Argument, or. the 3 of thoſe who 
urged it, or the Inſolence ef him who ſuf- 
fered it to be urged. If the Treaty could 
he juſtified, the Miniſter had no Diſtreſs to 
ooo could not, he deſerved 3 
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 duced.totheutmoſt, If it m n 
iſtreſs Him aa 


that there are Men willing to 
any rate, it is evident that there are Men wil- 
ling to ſupport him at any rate; and in the 
prelent Cale, as the national Intereſt could 

not be aſſerted and maintained without the 
Condemnation of bis Conduct, it may be 
faid, that there were not wanting thoſe who 

choſe to expoſe the national Intexeſt ſtill far» - 
1 than not 3 3 
Anat 1 ed very high. an 

employed to the ſame purpoſe, was, That the 
Queſtion was reducible to this ſingle point: 
Whether we ſhould have War or Peace with 
the Spanzards ? that a War with part 
would draw on a War with France, and that 
the ill Condition wherein the Nation was, ex- 
hauſted at Home and unally'd Abroad, was 
therefore a ſufficient Anſwer to that Queſtion. 
This Argument, if it proved any thing in the 
preſent Caſe, —.— our State to be much 
more miſerable than the greateſt Enemies of 
the Adminiſtration ever repreſented: or imas 
e to be. If we are utterly unable tore» 
ent Injuries, and to aſſert our Rights in this 
Caſe, we are unable to do fo in any other, and 
it will follow that we have been broughrby: 

the very Miniſter thus defended, from being 
one of the moſt conſiderable Nations in £#> 
rope,to be the pooreſt, the weakeſt, and the 
moſt. contemptible. It is true, no doubt, 
that we ate brought very low, and may in a 
ſuort time be brought by the ſame Hands to 


. 
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by That me has been di 
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 ublowa Condition as that in which we were 


„ to be. But there is a Remainder 
of Wealth, there is a Remainder of Strength, 
there are Sparks of Life and Courage ſtill a- 
live in Britain; and whenever her Intereſt 


mour, or Miſtakes of the {ame Miniſter, that 


Wealth will be found, that Strength will 


exert itſelf, that Life and Spirit will flame 
DEE oy 10 i: yon obey 10-1 edlh 


But farther; admitting that it was evident, 


that we muſt have a War with Spazs; or give 
up our Rights to her; what had 'encouraged 
Spain to attempt ſuch an Uſurpation at the 

ique of a War, and a Maritime War too, 


with Great Britain, ſo much as the timid 


and mean Conduct of our Adminiſtration; 
from the Hour he came to the Head of it 
who is ſtill there ? She has proportioned 
her Inſults to our patience, and the more 


we haye born the more we have been bul⸗ 


lied by her. Might ſhe not be elated enough 
at laſt to hope, either that we ſhould ſuffer 
her U fun pation to be fixed upon ut; rather. 


thanengage in aWar with her, or elſe that 


the Mar would be waged under the Direc- 
tion of the ſame Councils, whoſe Want of 
Ability and of Vigour ſhe had long experi- 
enced; and whoſe Efforts ſhe could not 
therefore appr ehen 

— in the firſt 
pf theſe, ſhe herſelf attributes in her 
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ceales to be tacrificed to the Intereſt, Hu- 
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feſto-to. the Cries of he People. That ſhe- 


may have cauſe to apprehe Hur Efforts in 
the War, we may hope from the Spirit, and 
from the Weight of the ſame People. The 


want of 1 in our Miniſters perhaps is 
not to be denied, is not to be concealed. . The 


Spaniards have ſeen it, and this Nation ſtiſl 


groans under the Effects of ir. Tho” this be 
certain, yet may we hope for Succeſs in che 
War from the Ardour of the King, and the 

Force and Reſolution of his People. We 

know the Juſtice, we know the Impor- 
tance, and we are willing to fubmit to the 
neceſſary Burthens of the War. We ſee, wo 
have declared what ought to be acquired bx 


it. An explicit Acknowledgment of our Righis 


is neceſſary in point of Honour; an effectual, 
a real Security for the Freedom of our Navi-- 
ation in the Seas of America, is neceſſary in 
point of Safety. 8 ꝑromiſes, Cedulas, 
and Treaties have been found yain and frivo- 
lous Amuſements. A commanding Force in 
thoſe Seas can alone ſecure us. A Harbour, a. 
Settlement, a Colony can alone conclude our 
Diſputes; aſſert and preſerve the Rights of 
Great Britain, and protect the Trade even of 
Spain, ſince ſhe has confeſſed that ſne is not 
able herſelf to ſecure her Trade, without com- 


mitting the groſſeſt and moſt intolerable In- 


ſults oh other Nations. Thele the people ex- 
ect, theſe they demand, and to theſe they 
avea Right. They have a moral Certainty of 

Succels too, if their Treaſure, if OY | 
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Nothing can diſappoint their Expedtarions; 
but the ſame pul! n the ſame profuſi⸗ 
on, the fame Miſmanagement, that have lavi- 
at and conſumed the Fruits of a twenty 
Years peace. Should the War be conſidered 
only as it affords Opportunities and preten- 
ces to multiply Offices, to encreaſe Depend- 
ance, to accumulate Influence, it may be ren. 
dered 2 more ruinous, more ignominions 
than the preceeding Negotiations; and the 
Methods neceſſary to ſecure Indemnity for 
ſuch a Conduct, muſt ſcatter the Remains of 
our Conſtitution. ie - 
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